
 
 

Board of Directors ~ Regular Meeting/Hybrid 
Port of Longview / 10 International Way, Longview, WA 98632  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84215253042?pwd=kzhTjamDraC46xGuhmxzB1hTbHw2e3.1 
Meeting ID: 842 1525 3042 ~ Meeting Passcode: 476399 

Thursday, July 23, 2026 ~ 12:00 PM 

AGENDA 

1. Call to Order 

2. Roll Call 

3. Public Comment 

4. Consent Agenda 
A. June 25, 2026 Regular Meeting Minutes* 

B. May Expenditures 2026 Ratify* 

C. June Expenditures 2026 Ratify* 

D. June/July Expenditures 2026 Ratify* 

E. July Expenditures 2026* 

F. Res. 26-25 Metropolitan/Regional Transportation Improvement Program 
2026-2029 Amendment* 

5. Presentation 

Kevin Spindt, The Pacific Institute “A Sneak Peek into Mental Technology” 

6. Executive Director’s Report 

Update on Portland/Vancouver Bridge Replace Impacts on Lewis and Clark Bridge 

7. Executive Committee Report 

A. May 14, 2026 Special Meeting Minutes* 

8. Reports by State and Federal Partners 

9. Membership Reports 

10. Informational Items and Other Business 

11. Adjourn 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84215253042?pwd=kzhTjamDraC46xGuhmxzB1hTbHw2e3.1


Next regularly scheduled meeting: August July 27, 2026, 12:00 pm; Port of Longview 

TITLE VI ASSURANCE: Cowlitz-Wahkiakum Council of Governments (CWCOG) ensures all 
compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Americans with Disabilities 
Act of 1990 by prohibiting discrimination against any person on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex, or disabilities in the provisions of benefits and services results in and 
from its federally assisted programs and activities. For questions regarding CWCOG’s 
Title VI or ADA Program, please contact the CWCOG office at 360-577-3041. 

*ATTACHMENTS provided to board members as part of the agenda packet. 



 
 

COWLITZ-WAHKIAKUM COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS (CWCOG) 
Board of Directors - Regular Meeting / Hybrid 

Port of Longview / 10 International Way, Longview, WA 98632 
Video Conference- Zoom 

Thursday June 25, 2026 ~ 12:00 p.m. 

MINUTES 

Attendance 

General/Alternate Member Representatives 
Steve Ferrell, Cowlitz County Adam Smee, City of Kalama 
Lee Tischer, Wahkiakum County Kalei LeFave, City of Longview 
Paul Helenberg, Past Chair, City of Castle Rock 

Special/Alternate Member Representatives 
Troy Stariha, Port of Kalama Gene Healy, Wahkiakum PUD 1 
Todd Souvenir, Port of Wahkiakum, Dist. 1 Chris Fritsch, Castle Rock School District 
Robert (Bob) Wile, Port of Woodland Scott Westlund, Kelso School District 
Bill Hallanger, Cowlitz 2 Fire and Rescue Asha Riley, Woodland School District 
Bruce Pollock, Cowlitz PUD  
Debbie Stanley, Three Rivers Regional Water Authority 

Associate/Alternate Member Representatives 
Paul Langner, City of Rainier Doreen Daggett, Cowlitz Transit Authority 
Rachelle Burch, Housing Opportunities of SW WA 
Bonnie Delaney, Kelso-Longview Chamber of Commerce 

Affiliate/Alternate Member Representatives 
Teresa Stedman, City of Washougal 

Legislative Representatives 
John Anderson, Southwest Regional Representative, Governor Bob Ferguson’s Office 

Other 
Jason Lugo, WSDOT Regional Representative 

Visitors 
None 

Staff 
Bill Fashing, Executive Director Robert Stevens, Sr Trans. Planner 
Anisa Kisamore, Administrative Director Gabe Reese, Transportation Planner 
Rachelle Nugent, Target Zero Manager Monica Seidl, Project Specialist 
Stacey Lane, Admin. Resource Coordinator Dena Francis, Admin. Assistant, Contract 
Sam Shogren, Community Development Planner 



 
 

1. Call to Order 

Board member Robert Wile called the meeting to order at 12:05 pm. 

2. Roll Call 

Bill Fashing completed roll call. A quorum was present. 

3. Public Comment 

None 

4. Consent Agenda 

A. May 28, 2026 Regular Meeting Minutes* 

B. Resolution 26-24: 2026-2029 Metropolitan and Regional Transportation 
Improvement Program Amendment* 

All Consent Agenda items including May 28, 2026, Regular Meeting Minutes and 
Resolution 26-24 for the 2026-2029 Metropolitan and Regional Transportation 
Improvement Program Amendment were considered as a single action item. 

Motion: Steve Ferrell made a Motion to Approve the Consent Agenda items as 
presented. The Motion was seconded and approved with all voting in favor. 

5. Action Items 

None 

6. Presentation 

A. Transportation Resiliency Improvement Plan (TRIP) – Sam Shogren 

 Sam Shogren, Community Development Planner for the CWCOG, presented recent 
transportation resiliency findings for Southwest Washington, focusing on the 
potential impacts a catastrophic event or natural disaster could have on residents 
within the Cowlitz-Wahkiakum region and the various transportation modes they 
depend upon across the region. Information on current community 
disaster/emergency preparedness was provided, as well as examples  of vulnerable 
items within the transportation system (bridges, roadways, dams)  that are typically 
addressed when looking to increase or improve community resilience. From threat 
assessment to recommended actions, Sam provided board members with both 
current “state-of-being” information on various areas of vulnerability in our region, 
and proposed changes to the current project decision making process that may lead 
to overall improvements in transportation resilience throughout the region. 

7. Executive Director’s Report 

 None 



 
 

8. Executive Committee Report 

None 

9. Legislative & State Department Reports 

John Anderson, Southwest Regional Representative for Governor Bob Ferguson’s office, 
informed the Board that the Governor announced an Executive Order calling for a state 
Economic Development Council in response to several requests for this from groups 
across the state. He also stated that the Governor is proposing new “Away for the Day” 
legislation at the next state legislative session calling for a bell-to-bell cell phone ban in 
schools due to the negative impact cell phones are having on instructional time and 
student attention. 

10. Membership Reports 

None 

11. Information Items & Other Business 

None 

12. Adjourn 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 12:46 pm. 

            __________ 
William A. Fashing, Executive Director  Mike Karnofski, Chair 

       
Anisa Kisamore, Administrative Director 

TITLE VI ASSURANCE: Cowlitz-Wahkiakum Council of Governments (CWCOG) ensures all 
compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Americans with Disabilities Act 
of 1990 by prohibiting discrimination against any person on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex, or disabilities in the provisions of benefits and services results in and 
from its federally assisted programs and activities. For questions regarding CWCOG’s Title 
VI or ADA Program, you may contact the CWCOG at 360-577-3041. 

*Denotes attachments provided as part of the agenda packet 

















 
 
 

 
PO Box 128 ~ Kelso, WA 98626 

959 11th Avenue / Suite A ~ Longview, WA 98632 
(360) 577-3041 ~ www.cwcog.org 

 

 

Cowlitz-Wahkiakum Council of Governments ~ “Working Together to Enhance Our Region” 

 

DATE: July 16, 2026 

TO: Cowlitz-Wahkiakum Council of Governments Board of Directors 
 Representatives and Alternates 

FROM: William A. Fashing, Executive Director 

SUBJECT: Resolution No. 26-25 2026-2029 Metropolitan and Regional 
Transportation Improvement Program Amendment 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Request 
Staff requests consideration of Resolution No. 26-25 to amend the 2026-2029 
Metropolitan and Regional Transportation Improvement Program (M/RTIP) for 
the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) to add two new projects. A 
M/RTIP amendment is considered a regular and routine CWCOG Board of 
Directors action item and thus included in the consent agenda. Any Board of 
Directors member can ask to move the item to the action section to allow for a 
full discussion on the proposed action. Details for the projects are listed below. 

Project Sponsor:  WSDOT Southwest Region 

Project Name: I-5/Kelso Weigh Station to 1 Mile North of 
Huntington Avenue – Paving 

Project Description: Pavement condition rating is projected to drop 
below the adopted standards. Inlay the existing 
roadway with hot mix asphalt, increasing the 
existing pavement condition rating to be within 
adopted standards. 

Secured Funding Sources: National Highway Performance Program (NHPP) 
[Federal Funds]; Washington State Funds 

Total Project Cost Estimate: $13,308,834 

 
 
 

http://www.cwcog.org/


Reason Amendment 
Requires Board Action: This amendment requests to add a federal-aid 

project to the 2026-2029 M/RTIP funded with 
$13,034,996 of federal funding. 

 

Project Sponsor:  WSDOT Southwest Region 

Project Name: SR 503 Lewis River Yale Bridge – Deck and Bridge 
Rehabilitation 

Project Description: Repair hole in the timber deck and reattach deck 
hanger straps under timber stringers. Remove 
extra soil from anchorage area to allow better 
access to the underside of the pins and to prevent 
water from impacting the anchorage. At locations 
of exposed base steel, rusty surfaces, and pack 
rust between plates, painting is still needed, with 
scope nearing that of a full painting contract. 

Secured Funding Sources: Highway Infrastructure Program (HIP) [Federal 
Funds]; Washington State Funds 

Total Project Cost Estimate: $8,368,982 

Reason Amendment 
Requires Board Action: This amendment requests to add a federal-aid 

project to the 2026-2029 M/RTIP funded with 
$8,143,353 of federal funding. 

 

Background 
The CWCOG annually prepares an M/RTIP in cooperation with cities, counties, 
ports, transit agencies, Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT), 
and the Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT). The CWCOG Board of 
Directors adopted the current 2026-2029 version of the M/RTIP on September 25, 
2025 (Resolution No. 25-18). 

A M/RTIP is a “short-range investment plan” that identifies transportation 
projects with secured funding and will be implemented over the next four years. 
All projects must be consistent with the goals and policies of Moving Forward 
2050 (Metropolitan and Regional Transportation Plan). Further, an M/RTIP does 
not identify all transportation projects but rather only projects meeting one or 
both requirements below. 



1) Funded through a Federal Highway Administration or Federal Transit 
Administration program. 

2) Considered a project of regional significance. 

Periodically, new projects receive funding or existing projects have budget 
changes that require the M/RTIP to be amended. The M/RTIP, as approved by the 
CWCOG Board of Directors, provides guidance on amendment types and approval 
authority for each type (staff, Executive Director, Board of Directors). Approval by 
the CWCOG Board of Directors is required for this amendment because new 
projects are proposed to be added that have more than $3 million in federal 
funding. 

Public Participation 
To provide the public with an opportunity to comment on this proposed 
amendment, staff posted notice of a 15-day comment period on the CWCOG 
website (www.cwcog.org). A legal notice was published in The Daily News. This 
process aligns with the procedures described in the CWCOG Public Participation 
Plan. Notice of the public comment period was posted June 25, 2026, with a July 
16th deadline for comments. No comments were received. 

Policy Implications 
The CWCOG Board of Directors, as the MPO Policy Board, has a responsibility to 
adopt an M/RTIP and consider amendments as needed. 

Budget and Staff Implications 
Time for staff to review and process amendments is anticipated in the 2027 
Unified Planning Work Program. Further, there is no impact on the CWCOG 
Annual Budget. The CWCOG budget includes the FTEs to accomplish this work. 

Executive Committee Review 
Due to the timeliness of the request, there was no Executive Committee review. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Robert Stevens at 360-577-3041 or 
email rstevens@cwcog.org. Attached is a resolution for your consideration. 

http://www.cwcog.org/
mailto:rstevens@cwcog.org


Cowlitz-Wahkiakum Council of Governments (CWCOG) 
 
 
A Resolution Amending the 2026-2029  ) 
Metropolitan and Regional Transportation  ) RESOLUTION NO. 26-25 
Improvement Program for the   ) 
Metropolitan Planning Organization   ) 
 
 

WHEREAS, the Cowlitz-Wahkiakum Council of Governments (CWCOG), as 
a bi-state Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO), is responsible for 
developing a Metropolitan and Regional Transportation Improvement Program 
(M/RTIP); and 
 

WHEREAS, transportation improvements must be included in the M/RTIP 
to be eligible for financial assistance under Federal Highway Administration and 
Federal Transit Administration funding program regulations; and 
 

WHEREAS, the 2026-2029 M/RTIP, including this amendment, meets the 
requirements of the federal transportation acts known as Fixing America’s 
Surface Transportation (FAST) Act and the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs 
Act (IIJA); and 
 

WHEREAS, this M/RTIP amendment was made available to the public via 
the media publication of record per the CWCOG Public Participation Plan for at 
least 15 days and prior to board action; and 
 

WHEREAS, WSDOT Southwest Region has requested to add two projects: 
1) I-5/Kelso Weigh Station to 1 Mile North of Huntington Avenue - Paving project 
with a total project cost of $13,308,834; and 2) SR 503 Lewis River Yale Bridge – 
Deck and Bridge Rehabilitation project with a total project cost of $8,368,982; 
and 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the CWCOG Board of Directors as 
the MPO does hereby approve and amend the 2026-2029 M/RTIP to add the I-
5/Kelso Weigh Station to 1 Mile North of Huntington Avenue - Paving project 
with a total project cost of $13,308,834 and SR 503 Lewis River Yale Bridge – 
Deck and Bridge Rehabilitation project with a total project cost of $8,368,982. 
 

PASSED AND APPROVED this 23rd day of July 2026. 
 
 
_____________________________  _____________________________ 
William A. Fashing, Executive Director Mike Karnofski, Chair 
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