
 

 

August 2026 Metropolitan and Regional Transportation Improvement 
Program Amendment 

Posted to the CWCOG Website on June 25, 2026 

Agency: 
Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) Southwest Region 

Projects: 
I-5/Kelso Weigh Station to 1 Mile North of Huntington Avenue – Paving 

SR 503 Lewis River Yale Bridge – Deck and Bridge Rehabilitation 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

The Metropolitan and Regional Transportation Improvement Program (M/RTIP) is a short-
range investment plan with a primary purpose of identifying transportation projects ready to 
move forward. Projects in the M/RTIP must: 

1. Be regionally significant, or have funding from Federal Highway Administration or 
Federal Transit Administration programs; and 

2. Have secured funding; and 
3. Be consistent with the adopted long-range transportation plan (Moving Forward 2050: A 

Metropolitan & Regional Transportation Plan). 

Projects approved for inclusion in the M/RTIP are forwarded to WSDOT or ODOT to be added 
to the Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). 

The CWCOG Board of Directors adopts a new version of the M/RTIP annually in September 
that is applicable to the Metropolitan Planning Area covering all of Cowlitz County, WA and 
Rainier, OR. After adoption sometimes new projects are funded, or existing projects have 
budget or scope changes, and the new information needs to be included on the M/RTIP. 
Changes to the M/RTIP are called an amendment. Most amendments are processed 
administratively by CWCOG staff, but occasionally a change to a project within the 
Metropolitan Planning Area exceeds the threshold for staff review and requires action by the 
CWCOG Board of Directors (Metropolitan Planning Organization). Common reasons for an 
amendment needing board action include: 1) Adding a new project with more than $3 million 
in federal funding; or 2) Adjusting the total project budget by more than $3 million or 30%. 

Two projects have been submitted by WSDOT Southwest Region requesting to amend the 
2026-2029 M/RTIP. The projects submitted are: 1) I-5/Kelso Weigh Station to 1 Mile North of 
Huntington Avenue – Paving; and 2) SR 503 Lewis River Yale Bridge – Deck and Bridge 
Rehabilitation. More information on the proposed changes for both projects are included 
below. The CWCOG Board of Directors will consider action on this August 2026 M/RTIP 
Amendment during their regular meeting on July 23rd. 

  



 

Washington State Department of Transportation Southwest Region – I-5/Kelso 
Weigh Station to 1 Mile North of Huntington Avenue – Paving  
Project Description: Pavement condition rating is projected to drop below the adopted 
standards. Inlay the existing roadway with hot mix asphalt, increasing the existing pavement 
condition rating to be within adopted standards. 

Project Length: Mile Post 43.92 through 50.94 

Secured Funding Sources: National Highway Performance Program (NHPP) [Federal Funds]; 
State Matching Funds 

Total Project Cost Estimate: $13,308,834 

Reason Amendment Requires Board Action: This amendment requests to add a new federal-
aid project to the 2026-2029 M/RTIP funded with $13,034,996 in federal funds. The CWCOG 
Board of Directors must approve new projects that include more than $3 million in federal 
funds.  

Washington State Department – SR 503 Lewis River Yale Bridge – Deck and 
Bridge Rehabilitation 
Project Description: Repair hole in the timber deck and reattach deck hanger straps under 
timber stringers. Remove extra soil from anchorage area to allow better access to the 
underside of the pins and to prevent water from impacting the anchorage. At locations of 
exposed base steel, rusty surfaces, and pack rust between plates. Painting is still needed, with 
scop nearing that of a full painting contract. 

Project Length: Mile Post 27.83 through 27.92 

Secured Funding Sources: Highway Infrastructure Program (HIP) [Federal Funds]; State 
Matching Funds 

Total Project Cost Estimate: $8,368,982 

Reason Amendment Requires Board Action: This amendment requests to add a new federal-
aid project to the 2026-2029 M/RTIP funded with $8,143,353 in federal funds. The CWCOG 
Board of Directors must approve new projects that include more than $3 million in federal 
funds. 

Please submit comments on this proposed amendment to CWCOG (Attention: Robert Stevens, 
Senior Transportation Planner) by regular mail – PO Box 128 Kelso, WA 98626, via email - 
cwcog@cwcog.org, or through the www.cwcog.org public comment tool. Close date for 
comments is July 16, 2026 at 5:00 p.m. 


