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MOBILITY
MINUTES

Quarterly report on what's happening in Cowlitz, Lewis,
Pacific, Wahkiakum, Columbia, and Grays Harbor Counties.

June is Ride Transit Month all Megan Wirtz
across waShington State! It was great to see many of you at the

Community Transportation Association
Transportation Choices Ride of the Northwest (CTANW) Summit
Transit Month Happenings. this May in Leavenworth, WA.
Here Congratulations to the award winners!

Special congratulations to Community
in Motion for celebrating 80 years in
mys Harbor Transit Ride service and winning the Non
Transit Month Happenings. Emergency Medical Transportation
Here Broker of the Year
award at the CTANW Summit.

Registration is open for the 50th

Upcoming Mobility Meetings Anniversary of the Washington
State Transportation Conference in
June 11 Public Transportation Stakeholder Meeting Guest Tacoma August 8-12.
Speaker: Bill Wagner, Director of the Coordinating
Council on Access and Mobility Technical Assistance
Center at the Community Transportation Association of
America (CTAA). Topic: Grant Writing for Transportation
Programs

Transportation Provider Survey is
available until June 30 - we would
love your feedback!

August 5 Regional Transportation Partners Meeting Follow CWCOG on Facebook and
connect with me on LinkedIn.
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September 16 Public Transportation Stakeholder Meeting


https://facebook.com/CowlitzWahkiakumCOG
https://www.linkedin.com/in/wirtz-megan

TRANSPORTATION SPOTLIGHT
Pacific Transit Safety Star Award

Matthew Branson, Executive Director at Washington State Transit
Insurance Pool (WSTIP) presented Pacific Transit System with their
highest award: Safety Star Award. The Safety Star Award
recognizes member agencies who maintain impressive and stable
safety records. Their dedication to consistent safety practices is
what made them 2025’s best of the best. WSTIP gave a heartfelt
thank you to every driver, mechanic, road supervisor,

manager, administrative employees, and leaders at the
organization for making vehicle accident avoidance an important
part of the mission. Pacific Transit received $1,500 to use for
employee recognition. Congratulations!

Grays Harbor Transit

Grays Harbor Transit's team has been busy! They launched a new
and beautiful website that features_find your ride with the regional
mobility planner, new logo, Grays Harbor Transit Admin moved to
be closer to their fleet yard in Hoquiam, WA, updated routes,
launched an America 250 Youth Art Bus Wrap Contest, and
having a_Rider Appreciation Day at Aberdeen Transit Center June
18 in honor of Ride Transit Month. | also want to highlight their
successful Rideshare Vanpool program which has 13 in operation
that go to Olympia, Lake Quinault, Taholah, and Seabrook. Whew!
Check out their_new website here.

Pacific Transit new "TAN" Line

Pacific Transit launched a new "TAN Line" and a Long Beach
Transit Center which will support the significant improvements in
Pacific’s fixed-route system. Located at 5th St. and Oregon Ave.
Having a permanent, public transit center allows Pacific Transit to
improve connections between routes, increase service frequency,
and create easier transfers for passengers traveling across the
peninsula and between communities.. It has a 15-minute
frequency, connects to multiple beach access points, local
businesses and amenities, services areas near the Longest Beach
in the World and has a Flag Stop service at any safe location.

Transit Employee Spotlight

Jeananne became the Executive Director in 2021 after joining the
agency in 2019 to help launch the Volunteer Driver Program.
Previously she managed call centers for the car rental industry and
early education centers. Jeananne believes the lack of transportation
prevents many being from connecting with needed resources to
maintain a healthy, independent life. She feels fortunate to be in an
organization dedicated to finding transportation solutions for those
in our community. She loves collaborating with other people in
Southwest Washington to try and solve complex problems and build
meaningful relationships with others who are passionate about
helping others. Jeananne loves bicycling and exploring the PNW. She
feels our personal mission should be to help each other and above
all, be nice. Visit www.communityinmotion.org to learn more.
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https://facebook.com/CowlitzWahkiakumCOG
https://www.linkedin.com/in/wirtz-megan
https://www.cwcog.org/economic/
https://ghtransit.com/art/
https://ghtransit.com/
https://pacifictransit.org/

PUBLIC TRANSIT UPDATES

Lewis County Transit

Minor Route Changes April 20, 2026:

» Routes will largely stay the same, but we are shifting some
stops in order to accommodate our new, larger hydrogen
buses. The buses have undergone field testing and
timetables are currently undergoing review. Updated ‘

schedules are posted on the website here.

View Route Schedules Here

Pacific Transit

Beginning June 16, 2025, Pacific Transit is launching new
pilot routes as part of an ongoing commitment to make
public transit more accessible and efficient.

Bus routes are now color-coded and synchronized, so rider
guides are easier to understand and wait times between
buses are shorter.

The Aberdeen Express that previously ran from llwaco to
Aberdeen has been canceled due to low ridership. A route
has been added to the higher-volume Long Beach Peninsula
to serve Sandridge Road. Additional stops and service hours
have been added, and the route now runs in both directions.

April 2026 Pacific Transit launched a new "TAN Line" and a
Long Beach Transit Center which will support the significant
improvements in Pacific’s fixed-route system.

View New Schedules Here

RiverCities Transit

RiverCities Transit launched a new website and has multiple
Route Updates on website can be found here.

Grays Harbor Transit

Grays Harbor Transit launched a new website and has
multiple Route Updates can be found on the website here

Columbia County Rider (CC Rider)

CC Rider, RiverCities Transit, and CWCOG will be
hosting Rainier Community Resource Fair July 11, 2026 at
the Rainier Transit Station. CC Rider Website.

2027-2029 Biennium Consolidated Grant Regional Ranking

The Southwest Washington Regional Transportation Planning Organization (SWRTPO) Board adopted
last month the 2026 update to the Consolidated Grant Ranking Process Policy to guide our region’s
ranking process later this year. For the 2027-2029 biennium our region will have 21 available ranking
spots (7 A’s, 7 B’s, 7 C’s) for public transportation projects.

On June 16th WSDOT will open the application process for the 2027-2029 biennium Consolidated
Grant program. Applications will be due by September 9th in the WSDOT Grants Management System.
Reminder that once you submit your application(s) to WSDOT a PDF version must be provided to the
CWCOG to allow it to be included in the regional ranking process. New this year the CWCOG will use
an online process to receive copies of Consolidated Grant applications. The online submission form will
ask for a few basic project details (project name, contact person, project type, 2- or 4-year project,
funding requested) and provide the ability to upload PDF files. This online process will eliminate the
need to send large attachments via email. Be on the lookout for an email from Robert Stevens, Senior
Transportation Planner, after September 1st with a link to the online submission form.

00
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CWCOG MOBILITY MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

Youth on the Go Activity Book

English and Spanish Youth on the Go Activity Books are available
upon request for an upcoming Group Travel Trainings or
Community Event. These teach Youth about how to ride the bus
safely. Since 2024, CWCOG has delivered 3,600 Books into five
counties in Southwest Washington.

The CWCOG Trip Assistant website includes a Trip Planner, % ACTIVIDADES GUE NOS AYUDAN A USAR EL TRANSPORTE 3%
i i PUBLICO DE M.MI'ERA SEGURA

Resource Pages for Youth, Seniors, Veterans, People with

Disabilities, Employees and Students, and a Provider Directory with

over 50 different transportation services and providers serving SW

Washington. If you or anyone would like training please reach out

and Learn more here.

Regional Mobility Toolkit

This toolkit provides the following: Travel Training Programs, How
to use a Flag Stop, Regional Transportation Options, Local
Transportation Options and more.

You
-I- b How To Ride Videos can be viewed on YouTube and
1 the cWCOG Mobility Website.

Community Events
Work with your Mobility Manager to find out

ﬂ:[b Community Events your agency could attend. We
attend events like hiring fairs, and resource fairs. See
where we will be next on our calendar.

S Mobility Training

-— ) We can facilitate in-person or virtual mobility

-~ | training of staff, students, or individuals. We have
r.C?\ educational material that can be distributed to your
clients.

Follow CWCOG on Facebook and connect on LinkedIn.

Megan Wirtz, Mobility Management Coordinator

. . Phone (360) 577-3041 ext. 105
Cowlitz-Wahkiakum ¢ . vizecwcos.oms

Council of Governments 959 11th Avenue Longview, WA 98632
WWW.CWCO0J.0org

MOBILITY MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

The CWCOG operates in accordance with all applicable federal and state laws, including Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964,
without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, age or disability.

Those persons with limited English Proficiency may request language assistance through oral, visual, and/or written translation at no
cost to the individual. For assistance or questions regarding the CWCOG's Title VI or Limited English Proficiency policies or to file a

complaint, please contact the Agency’s Title VI Coordinator at (360) 577-3041.
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