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MOBILITY
MINUTES

Quarterly report on what's happening in Cowlitz, Lewis,
Pacific, Wahkiakum, Columbia and Grays Harbor Counties.
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Mobility Management Updates

« Participated in two Resource Fairs at the Winlock
and Pe Ell Senior Centers with Lewis County Transit. - he WSDOT
We will be in Morton Nov 4 Timber River Connections Congratulations to the WSDO

Megan Wirtz

Wall of Fame Award Recipients.

« Facilitated a Health and Human Service Training with Southwest Washington region took
statewide Molina Healthcare Care Coordinators home nine awards at the
Washington State Transit

Association Conference in Seattle,

+ 350 Youth on the Go Activity Books distributed at the :
WA this August.

Extreme Machines Event Cowlitz County
Fairgrounds with RiverCities Transit that had 3,500 in
attendance. Celebrate with Grays Harbor
Transit on their 50 years in service!
« CWCOG Mobility Management Program Coordinator
was awar.ded Excellencg in Mobillity.at the Our Mobility program started a new
Community Transportation Association of the e
Northwest CTANW Summit in May and we hosted biennium as of July 1, 2025 and are
two mobility roundtable sessions with Gerina Hatch focusing on filming more How To
with Community in Motion. Ride Videos, marketing and

Upcoming Meetings advertising and continued efforts in

community outreach and
engagement. Gabe Reese,
CWCOG Transportation Planner
will be working with you on the new
Human Services Transportation

Dec 3 - Public Transportation Stakeholders Meeting Plan (HSTP) in the coming months.
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Nov 5 - Regional Transportation Partners Meeting

Nov 12 - SWRTPO Board Meeting



https://www.cwcog.org/wp-content/uploads/bsk-pdf-manager/2025/02/SWRTPO-2022-HSTP-2-5-2025-Amended-FINAL.pdf
https://facebook.com/CowlitzWahkiakumCOG
https://www.linkedin.com/in/wirtz-megan
https://timberriverconnections.org/
https://www.ctanw.org/ctanwsummit

TRANSPORTATION SPOTLIGHT

SW Washington Transportation Forum

Forty regional transportation providers participated in a
Southwest Washington Transit Symposium August 7, 2025 at
Centralia College that was co-hosted by CWCOG and Lewis
County Transit. The purpose of the gathering was to bring
individuals together to discuss route expansion, training, route
development, grant writing, collaboration, service expansion,
software, and more. If you attended, please fill out the event
survey. So far 66% of participants wants to meet twice a year as a
group and a shared resource hub. We plan to host this event again
next year and more information to come.

New Commuter Route to Rainier, OR

We hosted a successful Community Resource Fair in Rainier, OR
and Free Fare Day Sept 18 promoting to the new Commuter Route
433 with RiverCities Transit to Rainier, OR from Longview, WA and
CC Rider Line 1. We had the City of Rainier, HOPE of Rainier (that
represented four different organizations in Rainier), Community
Action Team (CAT), CC Rider, RiverCities, and CWCOG Mobility
booths. One lady that attended the Resource Fair met her sister in
Rainier, OR who took the bus from Longview. We had City of
Rainier representatives present, did a live radio spotlight at the
event, radio and social media ads promoting the event and we are
just getting started. Read more about CC Rider in the news.

Coastal CAP Driven to Opportunity

Tony Russell, Fleet Manager at Coastal CAP (CCAP) presented
about their Driven to Opportunity Employment Transportation
Service at the June Public Transportation Stakeholders meeting
and CTANW Summit. Tony and CCAP received two awards this
year for their outstanding work in the community. This program
allows their clients to get to a job interview, worksite, job training
or child care. Driven To Opportunity has added two new Plug-In
Hybrid vans along with two charging station to the Grays
Harbor/Pacific County fleet, along with two Hybrid vans to the
Thurston/Mason Counties. If you want to promote this employment
service at your agency, please reach out to Tony. Learn more here.

Transit Employee Spotlight

Kelly Wagoner, Transportation Manager for Lower Columbia CAP
1993-2025. Kelly served in the US Air Force from 6/82 to 11/91 -
Teletype/Crypto maintenance, Quality Control Inspector 33
Communications Group, Communications tech/coordinator for U.S.
Secret Service during 1988 presidential campaign, and served
during Operation Desert Storm. Joined LCCAP in '93 as a paratransit
driver. Scheduled and dispatched up to 200 rides per day (by hand).
Program Assistant/Manager 1998 — 2002, Transportation Manager
2002-present. LCCAP began a Rural Transportation with routes to
Cathlamet, Chehalis and Vancouver in 1997. In 2010/2011 they
provided nearly 38,000 rides. Thank you Kelly for all your years of
service! RiverCities Transit has since taken over the Commuter Route
511 to Vancouver, WA and it has been very successful.
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https://facebook.com/CowlitzWahkiakumCOG
https://www.linkedin.com/in/wirtz-megan
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeqE-pIe0bzALFGgeSFDHh-r9MgPihEMQKzsC1lxld2zQ_ZlQ/viewform
https://rctransit.org/routes/route-433/
https://www.waheagle.com/story/2025/09/11/news/cc-rider-promotes-expanded-service-at-resource-fair-in-rainier/24946.html
https://www.coastalcap.org/transportation/driven-to-opportunity/

TRANSPORTATION SPOTLIGHT
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Grays Harbor Transit - 50 years!

Congratulations to Grays Harbor Transit on celebrating 50 years in
service! "New services and technologies have been added to the
GHT fleet over the past 50 years. For example, every bus is now
equipped with real-time GPS vehicle locators that show riders
when their ride is arriving. Computer aided dispatch systems
behind the scenes help deliver more rides to the public through
efficiency. And riders now have more options than they did in
1975, with the addition of vanpools, HarborFlex that can be
summoned with an app, and fast and frequent service via the
Wave and Dash. The Aberdeen Transit Center is expecting a
remodel to expand bus capacity. And a new headquarters facility
is in early development that would provide modern maintenance
and operations resources serving the region." Read more here.

Bald Eagle Days Wahkiakum County

Stacey Lane, CWCOG Community Resource Coordinator who lives
in Wahkiakum County and Megan Wirtz, Mobility Management
Coordinator participated for the first time in the 44th Bald Eagle
Days parade and festival July 18, 2025. Over 2,000 people
participated in downtown Cathlamet, WA. They promoted the
Wahkiakum on the Move bus, had a bus cutout photo booth, and
engaging activities for youth at the booth. Many locals stopped by
saying this is a great service they hope continues as they need
rides in Longview and Naselle. Read about Bald Eagle Days.
Wahkiakum on the Move has updated route schedule.

Hydrogen Station Groundbreaking

"Construction has officially begun on one of Washington state’s
first hydrogen production and fueling stations, as officials broke
ground on the Port of Chehalis Hydrogen Production & Fueling
Station this week. Spearheaded by Lewis County Transit and
backed by $9.7 million in public and private funding, the project
will generate up to 2,000kg of green hydrogen per day for
municipal fleets across the region once it comes online in spring
2026." Photo cred Peter Abbarno- Centralia-Chehalis Chamber of
Commerce Read Article here.

Transit Employee Spotlight

Joe Clark has over 25 years of experience working in the public
sector, including senior leadership positions with local school
districts. His leadership has transformed public transportation in SW
Woashington. As Executive Director of Lewis County Transit, he
spearheaded the creation of three e-Transit Stations (Exits 81, 68,
and Morton), integrating EV charging and regional transit
connections. Under his guidance, service expanded to connect
Centralia with Olympia and Kelso/Longview, and a countywide Dial-
a-Ride system was launched. In 2025, Joe stepped in as Interim
Executive Director for Pacific Transit System, where he led efforts in
grant development, technology upgrades, and service efficiencies.
Joe is retired but continues to support both agencies with their
transition to zero-emission technologies and completion of major

capital improvements. Read more here.G @


https://facebook.com/CowlitzWahkiakumCOG
https://www.linkedin.com/in/wirtz-megan
https://www.ghtransit.com/50-years
https://wahkiakum.us/event/bald-eagle-days/
https://www.co.wahkiakum.wa.us/484/WOTM-Bus-Routes-Schedules
https://fuelcellsworks.com/2025/09/02/news/port-of-chehalis-breaks-ground-on-9-7m-green-hydrogen-station-for-public-transit
https://www.chronline.com/stories/lewis-county-transit-executive-director-joe-clark-to-retire,378215

ROUTE UPDATES

LEWIS COUNTY < TRANSIT Multiple Route Updates Here &
Launched New Website

BVERCITIES Two new Commuter Route Updates Here

TRANSIT

Multiple Route Updates Here &
$ Pacificlransit Launched New Website

cc Md@ﬁ. New Line 1 Route to Rainier, OR and

Dial-A-Ride Registration now online

é Multiple Route Updates and
GRAYS HARBOR TRANST HarborFlex Here

wahhﬂ“um Route Updates Here
On The Move

DIRECTORIES & RESOURCES

Consider listing your transportation
service on the following and making sure
the information is up-to-date:

Rides in Sight National Directory

Volunteer Drivers Across America

Washington Community Living -
Hub for all information for
Washington state residents.



https://facebook.com/CowlitzWahkiakumCOG
https://www.linkedin.com/in/wirtz-megan
https://rctransit.org/two-new-commuter-bus-services-to-begin-on-july-1-2025/
https://lewiscountytransit.org/
https://pacifictransit.org/
https://nwconnector.org/agencies/columbia-county-rider/
https://nwconnector.org/dial-a-ride-registration-is-now-available-online/
http://ghtransit.com/Bus-Schedules-Maps
https://www.co.wahkiakum.wa.us/484/WOTM-Bus-Routes-Schedules
https://ridesinsight.org/
https://americasvolunteerdrivercenter.org/
https://washingtoncommunitylivingconnections.org/consite/index.php

TRANSIT IS WHY STORYTELLING

Transit is Why is a Washington State Transit Association

Transit Is Wh
B ¥

Nov29 - @ (WSTA) campaign dedicated to showcasing the vital role of
By using transit, Bobby is able to volunteer, meet new H H H H
Rt e Al bt sabhal o public transit throughogt Wcshlngfcon_ State. Through this
to be able to get out of the house and be... See more effort, they tell real stories of transit riders from across the

state, highlighting how public transit connects people to jobs,
education, and essential services, and enhances everyone's
quality of life. They are specifically looking for individuals who
represent the following focus areas:

- Youth and College Students

- Healthcare

- Small Business Owners and Employees

- Community Connectors

If you or your agency would like to connect directly about your
2025 priorities and how Transit is Why can support your
efforts, please feel free to reach out to Zander on the
PointNorth team at zander@pointnorthinc.com

MOBILITY MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

Youth on the Go Activity Book

English and Spanish Youth on the Go Activity Books are available
upon request for an upcoming Group Travel Trainings or
Community Event. Please reach out to Megan Wirtz, Mobility
Management Coordinator, mwirtz@cwcog.org.

N
The CWCOG Trip Assistant website includes a Trip Planner, E“ A“Ié“’ .+

Resource Pages for Youth, Seniors, Veterans, People with ¥ ACTIVIDADES GUE NOS AYUDAN A USAR EL TRANSPORTE 14
. o . . . PUBLICO DE MANERA SEGURA

Disabilities, Employees and Students, and a Provider Directory with %

over 50 different transportation services and providers serving SW &

Washington If you or anyone would like training please reach out

to Mobility Management Coordinator. Learn more here.

Regional Mobility Toolkit

This toolkit provides the following: Travel Training Programs, How
to use a Flag Stop, Regional Transportation Options, Local
Transportation Options and more. Learn more here.

You How To Ride Videos can be viewed on
T“he YouTube and the CWCOG Mobility Website.

Megan Wirtz, Mobility Management Coordinator

. . phone (360) 577-3041 ext. 105
Cowlitz-Wahkiakum ¢ . vizecwcosoms

Council of Governments 959 11th Avenue Longview, WA 98632

WWW.CWCOJ.0rg

The CWCOG operates in accordance with all applicable federal and state laws, including Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964,
without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, age or disability.

Those persons with limited English Proficiency may request language assistance through oral, visual, and/or written translation at no
cost to the individual. For assistance or questions regarding the CWCOG's Title VI or Limited English Proficiency policies or to file a

MOBILITY MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

complaint, please contact the Agency'’s Title VI Coordinator at (360) 577-3041.


https://facebook.com/CowlitzWahkiakumCOG
https://www.linkedin.com/in/wirtz-megan
mailto:mwirtz@cwcog.org
http://www.cwcog.org/
https://mobility.cwcog.org/
https://www.cwcog.org/mobility-management/
https://www.cwcog.org/wp-content/uploads/bsk-pdf-manager/2024/04/Regional-Mobility-Toolkit.pdf
https://www.cwcog.org/wp-content/uploads/bsk-pdf-manager/2024/04/Regional-Mobility-Toolkit.pdf
https://mobility.cwcog.org/learn-to-ride-videos
https://transitiswhy.com/about

