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%J COWLITZ-WAHKIAKUM COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS {CWCOG)
- Board of Directors ~ Regular Meeting / Hybrid
Port of Longview / 10 International Way, Longview, WA 98632
Video Conferencing ~ Zoom
Thursday June 26, 2025 ~ 12:00 p.m.

MINUTES
Attendance:
General/Alternate Member Representatives
Steven Ferrell, Cowlitz County Chair Mike Karnofski, City of Kelso
Lee Tischer, Wahkiakum County MaryAlice Wallis, City of Longview
Carie Cuttonaro, City of Castle Rock Terry Hall, City of Woodland
Special/Alternate Member Representatives
Vice Chair Troy Stariha, Port of Kalama Bill Hallanger, Cowlitz 2 Fire and Rescue
Evans Jones, Port of Longview Bruce Pollock, Cowlitz County PUD
Scott Anderson, Port of Wahkiakum District 1 Debbie Stanley, Three Rivers Regional Wastewater Auth
Jennifer Wray-Keene, Port of Woodland Chris Fritsch, Castle Rock School District
Dean Takko, Beacon Hill Water & Sewer District Scott Westlund, Kelso School District

Associate/Alternate Member Representatives
Jennifer Westerman, Housing Opportunities SWWA  Bonnie Delaney, Kelso-Longview Chamber of Commerce
Chair Mike Karnofski, Cowlitz Economic Development Cncl

Affiliate/Alternate Member Representatives
Teresa Stedman, City of Washougal

Legislative Representatives

None

Other

Caroline Crisp, ODOT Regional Representative Ryan Clemens, WSDOT Regional Representative
Visitors

Colin Foard, Pew Charitable Trusts

Staff

Bill Fashing, Executive Director Gabe Reese, Transportation Planner

Anisa Kisamore, Administrative Director Monica Seidl, Project Specialist

Stacey Lane, Administrative Resource Coord Sam Shogren, Community Development Planner
Rachelle Nugent, Target Zero Manager Robert Stevens, Senior Transportation Planner

1. Callto Order
Chair, Mike Karnofski, called the meeting to order at 12:06 p.m.
2. Roll Call

A gquorum was present.

Cowlitz-Wahkiakum Council of Governments (CWCOG) ensures all compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 by prohibiting discrimination against any person on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex,
or disabilities in the provisions of benefits and services results in from its federally assisted programs and activities. For questions
regarding CWCOG’s Title VI Program, you may contact the Department’s Title VI Coordinator at 360-577-3041. If you need special
accommodations to participate in this meeting, please call us at 360-577-3041 by 10:00 a.m. three days prior to the meeting.




Public Comment
None
Consent Agenda

A. May 22, 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes*

B. May 2025 Expenditures*

All Consent Agenda items including May 22, 2025, Regular Board of Directors’ Meeting Minutes and May
2025 expenditures in the amount of $110,414.87 were considered as a single action item.

Motion: Steven Ferrell moved to approve the consent agenda as presented. Motion was seconded and
approved.

Action Items

A. Resolution 25-11 Credit Card Limit Increase*

Approval of Resolution 25-11 Credit Card Limit Increase is requested by staff to increase the spending
limit of the credit card from $10,000.00 to $15,000.00. The increase will allow the agency to continue to
meet monthly and annual online services and subscriptions that have increased in cost since the last
adjustment in 2020. The card is also used for travel reservations and expenses, regular office supply
ordering, and in 2025, capacity to obtain resources and supplies involved in the relocation of the agency.

Motion: Troy Stariha moved to approve Resolution 25-11 increasing the credit card limit to $15,000.00.
Motion was seconded and approved.

Presentation(s)

Can State and Local Budgets Withstand Natural Disasters

Presenter Colin Foard, Project Director Managing Fiscal Risks for The Pew Charitable Trusts, presented an
overview of the complex state/federal partnership that makes up disaster assistance in the United States,
the compounding challenges facing that system, and some ideas on where to go next in addressing these
challenges. The presentation was followed with membership discussion on disaster readiness of the local
region.

It was requested that the slide show be made available to members after the meeting.
Executive Director’s Report

Monica Seidl is working with project partners on a regional tourism website project. Under the
Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) Regional Tourism Plan, the website is being created
as part of an effort to attract tourism generated by the Federation of International Football Association
Tournament being held in Seattle in the summer of 2026.

A contract has been secured with Five Rivers Construction to begin renovations of the office suite at 959 111
Avenue in Longview. Work is projected to be completed within 90 days of the execution of the contract.

In August and in partnership with Housing Opportunities of SW Washington and their strategic planning
process, a presentation has been scheduled on information on the regional housing market.

Executive Committee Report
None. The Executive Committee did not meet in May.
Legislative & State Department(s) Reports

None.



10. Membership Reports

11.

Mike Karnofski announced the Three Rivers Mall is having a grand re-opening Saturday, June 28", He invited
members to attend to see what the local merchants have done to re-energize the local shopping location.

Informational Items & Other Business

Information Items & Other Business are presented as handouts within the Board Agenda packet for the
Board to review at a time that suits.

A. 2024 Annual Report

B. Letters of Support

City of Longview — Safe Streets and Roads Grant Application

12. Adjourn
There being no further business, Mike Karnofski adjourned the meeting at 1:00 p.m.
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