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( COWLITZ-WAHKIAKUM COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS (CWCOG)

Board of Directors ~ Regular Meeting / Hybrid
Port of Longview / 10 International Way, Longview, WA 98632
Video Conferencing ~ Zoom
Thursday May 22, 2025 ~ 12:00 p.m.

MINUTES
Attendance:
General/Alternate Member Representatives
Steven Ferrell, Cowlitz County MaryAlice Wallis, City of Longview
Lee Tischer, Wahkiakum County Kalei LaFave, City of Longview
Adam Smee, City of Kalama Past Chair David Olson, Town of Cathlamet
Chair Mike Karnofski, City of Kelso
Special/Alternate Member Representatives
Vice Chair Troy Stariha, Port of Kalama Bruce Pollock, Cowlitz County PUD
Todd Souvenir, Port of Wahkiakum District 1 Gene Healy, Wahkiakum PUD
Bill Hallanger, Cowlitz 2 Fire and Rescue
Associate/Alternate Member Representatives
Scott Jorgensen, City of Rainier Jennifer Westerman, Housing Opportunities SWWA
Jim Seeks, Cowlitz Transit Authority Chair Mike Karnofski, Cowlitz Economic Development Cncl

Affiliate/Alternate Member Representatives
Teresa Stedman, City of Washougal

Legislative Representatives
Noah Sullivan, Regional Rep; Congresswoman Gluesenkamp-Perez

Other
Ryan Clemens, WSDOT Regional Representative

Visitors

Carley Frances, SW Regional Administrator, WSDOT

Staff

Bill Fashing, Executive Director Sam Shogren, Community Development Planner
Anisa Kisamore, Administrative Director Robert Stevens, Senior Transportation Planner
Rachelle Nugent, Target Zero Manager Megan Wirtz, Mobility Management Coordinator

Gabe Reese, Transportation Planner

1. Callto Order

Chair, Mike Karnofski, called the meeting to order at 12:05 p.m.
2. Rollcall

A gquorum was present.
3. Public Comment

None

Cowlitz-Wahkiakum Council of Governments (CWCOG) ensures all compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 by prohibiting discrimination against any person on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex,
or disabilities in the provisions of benefits and services results in from its federally assisted programs and activities. For questions
regarding CWCOG's Title VI Program, you may contact the Department’s Title VI Coordinator at 360-577-3041. If you need special
accommodations to participate in this meeting, please call us at 360-577-3041 by 10:00 a.m. three days prior to the meeting.




4. Consent Agenda
A. April 24, 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes*

B. April 2025 Expenditures®

C. Travel Authorizations

D. All Consent Agenda items including April 24, 2025, Regular Board of Directors’ Meeting Minutes, April
2025 expenditures in the amount of $140,394.63, travel for the National Association of Development
Organizations’ Regional Transportation Conference (Des Moines, lowa) and Annual Training Conference
(Salt Lake City, Utah) were considered as a single action item.

Motion: Bill Hallanger moved to approve the consent agenda as presented. Motion was seconded and
approved.

5. Action Items

A. Resolution 25-08 Metro/Regional Transportation Improvement Program Amendment*

Resolution 25-08 is requested by Oregon Department of Transportation (ODQOT) for the Oregon
Transportation Network in Columbia County and combines the 2025 and 2026 funding that supports
public transportation services provided by CC Rider.

Motion: MaryAlice Wallis moved to approve Resolution 25-08 amending the 2025-2028 M/RTIP for
ODOT in the amount of $417,894. Motion was seconded and approved.

B. Resolution 25-09 Unified Planning Work Program*

The Unified Planning Work Program is approved annually and outlines the planning tasks and activities
for the upcoming state fiscal period.

Motion: MaryAlice Wallis moved to approve Resolution 25-09 adopting the State Fiscal Year 2026 UPWP
with a total budget of $1,129,853 as presented. Motion was seconded and approved.

C. Resolution 25-10 Public Participation Plan*

The CWCOG's Public Participation Plan acts as a policy and planning document that outlines how the
agency will conduct public involvement. The plan is also part of the funding requirements by several
federal and state departments. The update will supersede the 2017 policy/plan.

Motion: Troy Stariha moved to approve Resolution 25-10 approving the 2025 Public Participation Plan.
Motion was seconded and approved.

6. Presentation(s)

Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) Update

Presenter Carley Francis, Southwest WSDOT Regional Administrator, presented an overview of the work,
variety of work, and funding status of projects that are of regional concern being carried out in the Southwest
Washington Transportation Region. The region is made up of Cowlitz, Wahkiakum, Pacific, Lewis, Klickitat,
Skamania and Clark counties. She discussed the bi-state transportation environment unique to the
Southwest Region in partnership with Columbia County, Oregon for the Lewis-Clark Bridge and City of Rainier
transportation projects. The multiple bridges in need of repair within the region, WSDOT’s Strategic Plan
and policy goals, Target Zero program, tax dollar application, and challenges being faced regionally and state-
wide to keep current infrastructure functional and safe were among the additional topics talked about
during the presentation.

It was requested that the slide show be made available to members after the meeting.



7. Executive Director’s Report
Bill briefly touched on a couple subjects. Megan Wirtz, Mohility Management Coordinator, recently was
awarded the Community Transportation Association of the Northwest (CTANW) 2025 Excellence in Mobility
Management Award. And the bid opening for the office renovation will take place within the week.

8. Executive Committee Report
Mike Karnofski gave a brief overview of the last Executive Committee meeting which focused on the Spirit
Lake Toutle-Cowlitz River Collaborative efforts and discussion on how to continue to fund the project to
address on-going issues brought about since the Mt St Helens explosion in 1980.

9. Legislative & State Department(s) Reports
None.

10. Membership Reports
David Olson announced the 100" Anniversary celebration of the Wahkiakum-Westport Ferry to be held June
21, 2025, at 3:00 p.m. Additional information can be found here: https://wahkiakum.us/event/wahkiakum-
westport-ferry-100th-celebration/.
11. Informational Items & Other Business
Information Items & Other Business are presented as handouts within the Board Agenda packet for the
Board to review at a time that suits.
A. Bike Lane Fact Sheet Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)*
12. Adjourn

There being no further business, Mike Karnofski adjourned the meeting at 1:03 p.m.
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