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Spirit Lake Toutle/Cowlitz River System Collaborative 
Meeting Summary: April 28th, 2021 | 3 pm - 5 pm (via Zoom) 

Facilitated by the William D. Ruckelshaus Center 

(Lead -Chris Page, Kara Whitman, Molly Stenovec, and Maggie Counihan) 

 

Meeting Attendees 

On Video/Zoom: 

Paul Anderson–U.S. Forest Service (USFS)  

Taylor Aalvik–Cowlitz Indian Tribe 

John Bishop–WA State University (WSU) 

Amy Boyd–Cowlitz Indian Tribe 

Lucy Brookham–Cascade Forest Conservancy 

(CFC) 

Susan Jane Brown–Western Env. Law Center 

Kerry Carroll–WA St. Parks 

Erin Chatel–WSU Student 

Carson Coates–U.S. Representative J. Herrera-

Beutler 

Charlie Crisafulli– USFS Pacific Northwest 

Research Station 

Angela Elam–USFS  

Jim Gawel–Univ. of Wash. Tacoma 

Matt Gerlach–WA Dept. of Ecology 

James Gordon– Cowlitz Indian Tribe 

Gordon Elliot Grant–USFS Pacific Northwest 

Research Station 

Shauna Hanisch-Kirkbride–Lower Columbia 

Fish Enhance Group (LCFEG) 

Andrew Hamilton–City of Kelso 

Jennifer Hennessey–WA State Governor’s Office 

David Howe–WA Dept. of Fish and Wildlife 

(WDFW) 

Rebecca Hoffman–USFS  

Tom Iverson–Confederated Tribes and Bands of 

the Yakama Nation 

Emma Johnson –Cowlitz Indian Tribe 

Tiffini Johnson–Cowlitz Indian Tribe 

Sarah Kohout–U.S. Senator M. Cantwell 

Steve Manlow–Lower Columbia Fish Recovery 

Board (LCFRB) 

 

 

Jon Major–US Geological Survey (USGS) 

Emily Merickel–Catalyst Environmental 

Solutions 

Donella Miller–Confederated Tribes and Bands 

of the Yakama Nation 

Steve Ogden–Dept. of Natural Resources (DNR) 

Valerie Ringold–U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

(USACE) 

Sue Ripp–USFS  

Seth Russell –Cowlitz Indian Tribe 

Kurt Sacha–City of Longview 

Susan Saul–Public/Conservation 

Bryan Stebbins–U.S. Senator P. Murray 

Chris Strebig–US Forest Service (USFS)  

Mark Smith–EcoPark 

Steve Taylor–Cowlitz PUD 

Colin Thorne–Univ. of Nottingham 

Dan Tormey–Catalyst Environmental Solutions 

Eric Veach–USFS 

Eric Wagner –Writer 

Mary Alice Wallis–City of Longview 

Joseph Walker–Cowlitz Indian Tribe 

Erik White–Cowlitz Indian Tribe 

Dave Vorse–Castle Rock Public Works Dept  

Attended via Phone: 

Karl Ahlen–Army Corps of Engineers 

Sally Bird–Army Corps of Engineers 

Kevin Brice–Army Corps of Engineers 

Shannon Claeson–USFS 

Christy Darden–USFS 

Joe Gardner–Cowlitz County Commissioner 

Ken Hash–City of Longview 

Dan Weisman–Member of the Public  

 

Introductions and Agenda Review: 

Chris Page welcomed the attendees to the first collaborative meeting (convening meeting) to start the 

conversation, provided a brief overview of the idea for the collaborative, and a brief overview of the 

William D. Ruckelshaus Center.  
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The Collaborative in One Sentence: “Create a system-level entity or consortium of agencies to lead a 

collaborative, multi-agency, multi-jurisdictional effort that can plan, program, create incentives, and 

seek funding to implement management solutions focused on the entire Spirit Lake & Toutle River 

system.” - National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine (NASEM). From A Decision 

Framework for Managing the Spirit Lake and Toutle River System at Mount St. Helens, 2018. 

 

The William D. Ruckelshaus Center (the Center): Helps government leaders, policy makers, 

stakeholders, and citizens tap university expertise to develop shared solutions to challenging public 

policy issues. The Center’s mission is to: 

• Serve as a neutral resource for collaborative problem solving 

• Improve the availability and quality of voluntary collaborative approaches.  

• Help leaders work together, build consensus, and resolve public policy conflicts. 

 

The facilitator reviewed the agenda and meeting goals. The goals: 

• Provide background/context for collaborative group + tentative plan. 

• Review simple ground rules. 

• Exchange information on organizations’ efforts and intended outcomes. 

• Gauge participant hopes for this 12–18-month collaboration. 

• Set next meeting date + recurring day / time for future meetings. 

 

How We Got Here: Angie Elam, Deputy Forest Service Manager welcomed everyone to the meeting, 

thanked them for attending, and gave a retrospective look at the past six years. Angie explained that 

during a routine inspection of the Spirit Lake drainage tunnel in 2014, the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers and U.S. Forest Service discovered significant shifting that required emergency repairs.  

 

A 2016 letter from the U.S. Congressional delegation directed the USFS, Army Corps, and USGS to 

focus on repairs to fix the damaged tunnel and a long-term plan of stabilization of lake  water levels (the 

focus has shifted over time). A 2018 NASEM report provided several recommendations toward long-

term sediment management, the most significant of which was to establish this collaborative. The report 

emphasized that “Risk management in the Spirit Lake & Toutle River system will be challenging for 

decades…Future actions need to accommodate a much broader range of objectives & priorities of all 

interested & affected parties” (NASEM, 2018).  

 

Angie emphasized that this effort would have transparency and help lots of different parties and players 

understand better how to move through difficult issues. The Center conducted a situation assessment in 

2018-2019. In response to that assessment, the U.S. congressional delegation, county commissioners, 

Cowlitz Indian Tribe, and others all expressed support for a collaborative approach to long-term 

sediment management and related issues. 

 

The Center is under contract until 2023 to facilitate the process and brings a flexible approach to 

collaboration, designed to meet the needs of the engaged parties. Smaller working groups related to the 

goals of the collaborative could be created if the full group desires. The Center started with a list of 

participants based on those interviewed for the situation assessment. This includes federal and state 

agencies, tribes, local governments, NGOs, private landowners, researchers, and members of the public. 
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Chris Page reviewed what the collaboration can and cannot do, then discussed the meeting ground rules 

(e.g., be constructive, be respectful, show leadership, and suggested rules for virtual meetings). 

What this collaborative group will not do: 

• Usurp ANY existing jurisdictions, authorities, or mandates. 

• Serve as an advisory committee to any government. 

• Make policy decisions for any agency 

• Make use of process for litigation.  

What this collaborative group can do: 

• Determine whether to continue this effort over the long term. 

• Exchange information, find ways for efforts to dovetail or build on each other in beneficial ways. 

• Build awareness among participants of jurisdictional authorities, mandates, funding streams (& 

limits), projects, timelines, resource needs, etc. 

• Enable coordination of efforts to optimize planning timelines, balance competing priorities, and 

meet multiple objectives. 

• Provide a forum for ongoing discussion to facilitate top-of-mind awareness of the issues relating 

to the river system sediment. 

Chris added that this effort is meant to build on and be informed by the multiparty efforts already 

happening within the system. 

 

Around the Virtual Room: The facilitator asked a representative of each participating entity to share 

where they and/or their organization work and on what issues they work on, and toward what outcomes. 

Chris also asked them to annotate a map provided on the Zoom shared screen (image of annotated map 

provided below).  

• Taylor Aalvik, Director of Natural resources for the Cowlitz Indian Tribe: They would like to see 

a good collaboration, but a lot of assumptions are being made, and they hope they get down to 

subgroups to discuss specific situations/issues (e.g., sediment retention and Mt. Saint Helens). 

The Cowlitz Indian Tribe works all over the system, basically the whole map, and have interests 

in fisheries, restoration, and hydro work. 

• Jim Gawel, University of Washington Tacoma, does research in Spirit Lake focusing on water 

quality, the role of floating woody debris in lake, and New Zealand snails. He also spends time 

on K-12 education. 

• Steve Manlow, Lower Columbia Fish Recovery Board (LCFRB), explained that the LCFRB 

works in the whole basin and facilitated the fish recovery plan for the area. 

• Susan Jane Brown, Western Environmental Law Center, relayed that they have interest in the 

pumice plain and the connecting/building of the road. 

• Eric Veach, Forest Supervisor for the Gifford Pinchot National Forest, said they rely on many 

partners to achieve their goals. The Forest Service only manages about 6% of the watershed, so 

their land base is small, but they work in the entire system. They look forward to being part of 

the discussion (this also includes other participants from the USFS: Angela Elam, Rebecca 

Hoffman, Chris Strebig, Sue Ripp, etc.) 

• Lucy Brookham, Cascade Forest Conservancy: they work on Spirit Lake, the pumice plain, and 

on restoration and education. 

• Jon Major, United States Geological Service (USGS), mentioned that the USGS provides info 

and collects data within the basin. They work with earthquake scientists as part of risk 

assessment of the current system. Their goal is to be a source of unbiased scientific information. 



 

4 | P a g e        D R A F T  S u m m a r y  4 / 2 8 / 2 0 2 1  
 

• Shauna Hanisch-Kirkbride, Lower Columbia Fish Enhance Group: they work all over the basin 

but focused on the Toutle River. They have projects in restoration at various points on the river. 

• Dave Howe, WDFW: they own and manage land in the North Fork Toutle area and work in 

partnership with the Forest Service and Army Corps on the tunnel, fish collection, and sediment 

management. 

• Donella Miller, Program Manager for Yakama Nation fisheries, works through treaty rights 

around the “usual and accustomed” places and sacred lands. Tom Iverson will also serve as a 

representative from their program on the Collaborative. 

• Gordon Grant, USFS, is a geomorphologist who develops analyses and interpretations of 

underlying processes associated with Spirit Lake and the Toutle River. 

• Susan Saul works in conservation and participated in the effort to legislate the National 

Monument and has been involved in this work for over 45 years. 

• Matt Gerlach, Washington Department of Ecology, Southwest office. Matt is looking forward to 

this partnership. 

• Steve Ogden, Washington DNR. Their interest is in the 38K acres around the Toutle that 

Department of Natural Resources manages. 

• Kevin Brice, Deputy District Engineer (retiring), Army Corps: Kevin introduced Liza Wells, 

USACE primary point of contact. The Corps’ role spans from the tunnel through the river 

system. They support the Forest Service by maintaining the tunnel, operate and maintain the 

Sediment Retention Structure (SRS), and have a levy safety program. If needed they have 

emergency response available. 

• Kurt Sacha, City of Longview City Manager, has interests in ensuring the protection of the 

communities in the system and is happy to be a part of this collaborative. 

• Colin Thorne, University of Nottingham (UK), is a researcher who has visited St. Helens many 

times since 1983, worked on the sediment management plan and stream evolution, and is 

working on restoration on the south fork of the Toutle River. Colin is really interested in this 

collaborative effort. 

• Mark Smith, Owner of EcoPark Resort. Mark’s family owned the Spirit Lake Lodge starting in 

1972. It was lost in the 1980 eruption. He introduced the first off road tour company in 1992, the 

first overnight accommodations in the blast zone, and in 1995 developed Eco Park Resort, 

providing off grid services to visitors to Mt St Helens and economic development. Mark’s goal is 

to achieve the natural recovery of fish and wildlife and the re-humanization of Mt St Helens. 
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Figure 1: Annotated Map from the Meeting 
 

Questions/Comments from Participants: 

• Q. Is there going to be documentation provided? Is there a result that the collaborative would be 

looking at providing to legislature? A. The Center will provide meeting notes and a report of the 

group’s work, findings, and next steps. The Center will also create meeting agendas and facilitate 

the meetings. The agendas will be created based on what the collaborative group want to work 

on.  

• Q. Is there a timeline? A. The primary goal for this convening stage is to determine whether a 

critical mass of the participants want to commit to the collaboration for the long term. If so, the 

group would ultimately have to figure out a funding mechanism. 

• C. Recommendations from this group need to avoid redundancy with existing efforts. 

• C. The tentative schedule for this stage is 4-6 meetings of the full group, with the potential for 

smaller workgroups in between those full group meetings. If participants prefer to have more full 

group meetings instead of smaller, task-specific meetings that can also work. 

• C. The governor’s office sees the need for the Collaborative to have a set of goals/outcomes. 

What could the entities/representatives want to achieve as a collective? A lot of issues are being 

managed individually and the Governor’s office wonders what folks want and what is missing. 

• C. Dan Tormey (Catalyst Environmental Solutions) has an ongoing outreach process leading to a 

NEPA review for options with the tunnel and secondary lake outflow project.  This is a separate 

but parallel process from the collaborative.  

• C. The Collaborative could start by developing a vision for the basin, then asking, “How do we 

achieve this shared vision?” 

• C. Sometimes we forget that everything goes downstream. Might help to start looking at where 

the major concerns are and then go downstream. Natural recovery of fish and habitat ties to that. 

• C. NASEM met four times in Cowlitz County and the Academies’ recommendations are a good 

starting point. The Forest Service is interested in a long-term approach to addressing sediment 

management and related issues. 
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• C. Hopefully this group will work towards solutions, with true collaboration. Need to consider 

how we collect information on the systems in Spirit Lake and the impacts of that downstream. 

• C. It would be wise to put together an analysis of the limiting factors (e.g., lawsuits, agency 

mandates, permitting processes, etc.). It would be good for the group to have a clear 

understanding of what is in play right now regarding development.  

• C. Changing OR into AND. Ensuring that the nation understands what is happening (from a 

federal level, the nation makes decisions on authorities/appropriations) and if there is one voice 

from this collaborative it can raise awareness across the nation. Example: Fish collection facility. 

• C. Need to think systemwide on many things including, recreation, economics, tourism, life 

safety concerns and more. If we can come together and have a common focal point on issues, 

that gets attention for us (at the federal level). 

• C. The optimal outcome for a long-term solution will minimize risks. Try to come to consensus 

on the values that society values most. No one-size-fits-all; every solution comes with risk. 

Maybe one long-term outcome is coming to some agreement on values. 

• Q/C. We have said what our different perspectives/interests are. Can we put that into a document 

compiled holistically? We need to get ahead of what is urgent. Can we grow into a solid 

collaborative, even outside of issues? What would we like to know about each other, and how the 

collaborative would be structured and operate? More of the long-term view. 

• C. Understanding how the system works might be one of the products or goals of this 

Collaborative, to understand the constraints. The report developed by USGS and USFS: people 

look at the executive summary. Looks at the issues at the upper level of the Toutle River. 

• C. We know the scientific value of what we study. Perhaps they could make it more accessible to 

college students for study. We do not want to forget about the educational opportunities. 

• C. The discussion on volitional fish passage vs. fish collection/trap and transport highlights a 

problem: current discussion of ecosystem issues focuses on manipulation of natural systems. 

Because so many participants here are "managers" the focus seems to be on the need to 

"manage" rather than natural processes. 

• C. I appreciate the discussion of identifying values. As Director of the USFS PNW Research 

Station we have supported over the past couple years some investment of our research social 

science capacity to explore how we identify and characterize the values associated with various 

interest groups throughout the system. It is an essential component to our ability to inform 

decisions not only driven by risk but also by trade-offs from the whole suite of values - from 

ecological learning within the monument to the downstream sediment concerns - and how to 

balance those in future decision processes. 

 

What do we want to achieve?  

● Holistic vision for the basin moving forward and how we all can contribute to realizing it. 

● Information sharing 

● Solutions in advance, true collaboration in figuring out what solutions can work, do not cause 

issues. 

● Analysis of limiting factors (legal, permitting processes etc.). Clear understanding of what is in 

play (future development and future ideas for development) 

● Look at new science solutions to advance and commune with the natural recovery process, for 

example for the Fish Collection Facility, instead of trap and trucking build natural fish passage. 

● Changing “or” into “and,” get a higher-level understanding of the complexities in this region.  
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● Develop a shared voice/vision, centering on common ground on basic issues. Federal 

perspective: Nation makes decisions of where to invest at high levels of authority, and regional 

entities speaking in one voice can help to guide this authority. 

● Shine a spotlight on our issues, get past triage mode. 

● Try to come to consensus on the values for the system that society wants, afforded by different 

solutions. Society must accept a certain risk to achieve certain values. What values can help 

inform the solution, minimizing the risk in the context of those values?  

● Document the scope of what the governments manage and the issues/values. Then compile that 

holistically to get ahead of what is critical and urgent. We also now have 41 years of real 

experience and scientific data to help us in the review process, we just need to collect it together. 

● A collective position statement can flesh out areas of agreement. 

● What do we want to know about each other? Structurally what would this look like moving 

forward. How is it structured and how will it operate? 

● Get ahead of the solutions of issues, understanding how the system works such as we can. This 

will help us understand the constraints.  

○ Report “ The Geologic, Geomorphic, and Hydrologic Context Underlying Options for  

the Long-Term Management of the Spirit Lake Outlet near Mount Saint Helens, 

Washington” Gordon E. Grant, Jon J. Major, and Sarah L. Lewis. 

https://www.fs.fed.us/pnw/pubs/pnw_gtr954.pdf 

● We know the scientific value of the area, but we do not really make it easy to study. We should 

make it more accessible.  

 

Suggestions for potential issue-specific work groups. The facilitator asked if the group wanted to 

suggest specific work groups, member indicated that they did not think it was the right time for this.  

 

Scheduling Meetings 

ACTION ITEM: Schedule the next meeting tentatively for the morning of June 2nd. The Center will  

send out a doodle poll to establish regular meetings. The Center welcomes ideas for agenda topics. 

[COMPLETE]  

ACTION ITEM: Ruckelshaus Center to make sure all attendees from the USFS, Army Corps of 

Engineers and other agencies are provided a Zoom exception for attendance at future Zoom meetings. 

[COMPLETE] 

ACTION ITEM: The Center to create and send out a survey before the next meeting to gather 

information on areas such as key projects and issues, agency mission, etc. [COMPLETE] 

 

No Public Comment. 

 

See below for Appendix: Zoom Meeting Chat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.fs.fed.us/pnw/pubs/pnw_gtr954.pdf
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Appendix: Zoom Meeting Chat 

 
14:59:00 From  Kerry Carroll  to  Everyone : Kerry Carroll Ecology 401 Permit writer/manager  
14:59:24 From  Bryan Stebbins  to  Everyone : Bryan Stebbins, SW Washington Director, U.S. Senator Patty 
Murray, 360-901-0874, bryan_stebbins@murray.senate.gov  
14:59:41 From  Valerie Ringold Corps of Eng. Portland District  to  Everyone : Hi - Valerie Ringold with Corps of 
Engineers Portland District, I'm the District Planning Chief  
15:01:07 From  Sarah Kohout, Senator Cantwell- SW WA Outreach Director  to  Everyone : Sarah Kohout, SW 
Washington Outreach Director, U.S. Senator Cantwell. Phone: 360-773-8418 and email: 
Sarah_Kohout@cantwell.senate.gov.  
15:01:43 From  Tom Iverson  to  Everyone : Hello!  Tom Iverson, Regional Coordinator, Yakama Nation Fisheries  
15:01:45 From  Bill Fashing  to  Everyone : Bill Fashing  
15:01:53 From  Carson Coates - Rep. Jaime Herrera Beutler  to  Everyone : Carson Coates - Congresswoman 
Jaime Herrera Beutler  
15:01:55 From  Lucy Brookham  to  Everyone : Lucy Brookham, Policy Manager, Cascade Forest Conservancy  
15:02:02 From  Eric Veach  to  Everyone : Eric Veach, Forest Supervisor, Gifford Pinchot National Forest  
15:02:08 From  Bill Fashing  to  Everyone : Bill Fashing  
15:02:10 From  Jim Gawel, UW Tacoma, he/him  to  Everyone : Jim Gawel, UW Tacoma  
15:02:11 From  Susan Jane Brown  to  Everyone : Susan Jane Brown, Western Environmental Law Center  
15:02:14 From  Steve Taylor - Cowlitz PUD  to  Everyone : Steve Taylor, Regulatory Affairs Director  
15:02:17 From  Steve Taylor - Cowlitz PUD  to  Everyone : Cowlitz PUD  
15:02:23 From  Erik White  to  Everyone : Erik White, Wildlife Program Manager, Cowlitz Indian Tribe  
15:02:25 From  James Gordon  to  Everyone : James Gordon, Cultural Resources Technician, Cowlitz Indian Tribe  
15:02:41 From  Amy Boyd  to  Everyone : Amy Boyd, Cowlitz Indian Tribe, Policy Analyst.  
15:02:56 From  City of Longview Exec  to  Everyone : Good afternoon everyone.  
15:03:00 From  Matt Gerlach  to  Everyone : Matt Gerlach, Floodplain Management Planner, WA Ecology.  
15:03:01 From  Emma Johnson  to  Everyone : Emma Johnson, Interim Manager/Assistant THPO, Cowlitz Indian 
Tribe  
15:03:02 From  City of Longview Exec  to  Everyone : Kurt Sacha  
15:03:23 From  John Marsh  to  Everyone : John Marsh, Cowlitz Indian Tribe, Policy Analyst  
15:04:02 From  Steve Ogden  to  Everyone : Steve Ogden, WA Dept. of Natural Resources - Pacific Cascade 
Region  
15:10:02 From  Steve Manlow  to  Everyone : Steve Manlow, Executive Director, Lower Columbia Fish Recovery 
Board  
15:13:35 From  James Gordon  to  Everyone : I didn't catch if this MS PowerPoint document will be shared.  Will 
it?  (curious)  
15:14:37 From  Maggie Counihan  to  Everyone : Hi James- yes, Kara will be sending out a PDF version of the 
slides shortly.  
15:14:44 From  James Gordon  to  Everyone : Okay.  Thank you.  
15:14:45 From  Kara Whitman  to  Everyone : just sent it out  
15:18:23 From  Jennifer Hennessey  to  Everyone : Jennifer Hennessey, Washington Governor's Policy Office  
15:18:29 From  David Howe  to  Everyone : Dave Howe, WDFW Habitat Program  
15:18:44 From  Shauna Hanisch-Kirkbride  to  Everyone : Shauna Hanisch-Kirkbride, Lower Columbia Fish 
Enhancement Group, we work in the region (fish habitat restoration) and were invited so I'm here to learn 
more.  
15:19:09 From  Andrew  Hamilton  to  Everyone : Hello, Andrew Hamilton Kelso City Manager 360-957-4631  
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15:19:25 From  Steve Taylor - Cowlitz PUD  to  Everyone : Cowlitz PUD is participating alongside the Council of 
Governments.  Our interests lie within the protection and preservation of infrastructure, resiliency of essential 
service provision, and economic development.  
15:19:28 From  Bill Fashing  to  Everyone : Bill Fashing, Cowlitz-Wahkiakum Council of Governments, Resilience 
and recovery interests relating to regional economic development and community health  
15:20:12 From  Jim Gawel, UW Tacoma, he/him  to  Everyone : Jim Gawel  
UW Tacoma  
Scientific research and education  
Spirit Lake and its watershed & hummocks ponds  
15:20:37 From  MaryAlice Wallis  to  Everyone : Hello- MaryAlice Wallis- Mayor of Longview.  Interested in all 
things Longview- Cowlitz River and bringing Econ growth to Cowlitz County.  
15:21:26 From  Grant, Gordon Elliot  to  Everyone : Gordon Grant, USDA Forest Service, PNW Research 
Station.  Research and interpretation of sediment dynamics, geomorphic processes and  landscape history 
associated with the eruption of Mount St. Helens and implications for management of Spirit Lake and the Toutle 
River system  
15:23:21 From  Chris Page  to  Everyone : Thanks to all of you for making time for this, and adding your info to 
the chat!  
15:23:28 From  john bishop  to  Everyone : John Bishop, I’m a Biology Professor at Washington State University 
doing research at Mount St. Helens, long-time volunteer with the Mount St. Helens Institute  
15:23:36 From  Christopher Page  to  Everyone : Chris Page (yep, another Chris Page on the call), Chief, 
Environmental Resources Branch, Portland District, USACE.  My group handles the environmental compliance for 
USACE (Portland District) actions in and around Spirit Lake/Toutle-Cowlitz River.  
15:24:22 From  Chris Strebig  to  Everyone : Chris Strebig, Forest Service, Spirit Lake project manager addressing 
operations, maintenance repairs, and long-term, resilient outflow.  
15:26:50 From  Charlie Crisafulli  to  Everyone : Charlie Crisafulli, Ecologist with the Forest Service, Pacific 
Northwest Research Station. I've been conducting research on ecosystem responses to the 1980 eruption of the 
volcano since July of 1980 and continue this work to the present time. Much of my work has focused on the 
Spirit Lake Basin and the upper North Fork Toutle River.  
15:28:30 From  Colin Thorne  to  Everyone : Colin Thorne, Chair of Physical Geography at University of 
Nottingham since 1990. Researcher continuing to study the geographies of change in the North Fork Toutle 
River Valley since 1983.  
15:29:09 From  David Howe  to  Everyone : Thanks for advocating to fund this consortium. And many thanks to 
the Ruckelshaus Ctr for facilitating.  Happy to be here.  
15:30:27 From  Joe Ben Walker  to  Everyone : Tribe names need to be corrected--  
15:48:17 From  Molly Stenovec  to  Everyone : Thanks for letting us know! We'll make those fixes.  
15:48:23 From  Eric Veach  to  Everyone : My hand raise function doesn't seem to work but please call on me 
when it' s convenient.  
15:54:42 From  Valerie Ringold Corps of Eng. Portland District  to  Everyone : Kevin Brice is on phone and would 
like to talk representing the Corps of Engineers  
15:56:44 From  Jon Major  to  Everyone : USGS point person is Jon Major  
16:10:14 From  Mark Smith  to  Everyone : Mark Smith, family history, owned Spirit Lake Lodge 1972, lost in the 
1980 eruption, introduced the first off road tour company 1992, first over night accomidations in the blast zone, 
1995 developed Eco Park Resort, providing off grid services to visitors to Mt St Helens and 
economic developement.  My goal is to acheive the natural recovery of fish and wildlife and 
the rehumanization of Mt St Helens,  
16:11:28 From  Bill Fashing  to  Everyone : Erich Veach wanted to talk  
16:21:27 From  Mark Smith  to  Everyone : i would like to speak but can't get my hand up  
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16:29:57 From  Mark Smith  to  Everyone : If we could look at new science solutions to advance and commune 
with the natural recovery process, example we are going to rebuild the Fish Collection Facility, for trap and 
trucking, instead of building a natural fish passage.  
16:36:03 From  James Gordon  to  Everyone : Mark Smith - Could you please clarify or explain in more detail?  
16:38:41 From  Jennifer Hennessey  to  Everyone : Concur with comments by Commissioner and Corps about the 
value of coming together around funding for various solutions for the basin.  
16:42:35 From  Mark Smith  to  Everyone : We also now have 41 years of real experience and scientific data to 
help us in the review process, we just need to collect it together.  
16:44:26 From  Shauna Hanisch-Kirkbride  to  Everyone : Subtopic: fish/wildlife/ecological/process-based 
restoration  
16:44:41 From  Amy Boyd  to  Everyone : The Pinchot Partners has used a Position Statement committee to flesh 
out areas of agreement on topics, which has been useful. Committee members are self-selected.  
16:46:29 From  Susan Saul (she/her)  to  Everyone : The discussion on volitional fish passage vs. fish collection 
trap and transport highlights the problem with your set of identified issues. All your ecosystem issues seem to 
focus on manipulation of natural systems. Because so many participants here are "managers" the focus seems 
to be on the need to "manage" rather than natural processes.  
16:46:36 From  Paul Anderson  to  Everyone : I very much appreciate the discussion of identifying values.  As 
Director of the USFS PNW Research Station we have supported over the past couple years some investment of 
our research social science capacity to explore how we identify and characterize the values associated with 
various interest groups throughout the system.  I think is an essential component to our ability to inform 
decisions not only driven by risk but also by trade-offs from the whole suite of values - from ecological learning 
within the monument to the downstream sediment concerns - and how to balance those in future decision 
processes.  
16:47:08 From  Jim Gawel, UW Tacoma, he/him  to  Everyone : I like a group to discuss pros and cons and 
questions, etc. of the possible non-tunnel exit to Spirit Lake.  

 


