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Lower Columbia Investment Network 
 
The Lower Columbia Investment Network (LCIN) connects local investors, who want their money to improve 
Cowlitz and Wahkiakum communities, with local business owners or entrepreneurs in need of capital to grow or 
start a business. Our members are residents and visitors who understand that keeping their funds local 
facilitates economic self-sufficiency and job growth in Cowlitz and Wahkiakum Counties. Investment request 
opportunities are distributed to members as they are received. Participants come together for business profile 
and networking events 3-4 times per year. This overview provides information for both possible investors and 
businesses looking for funding. 
 
I want to invest in Lower Columbia businesses… 
 
Anyone interested with investing their money into a Cowlitz or Wahkiakum County community business is 
welcome to join LCIN. This is a way to see where your money is going, who it is helping, and the direct impact it 
makes. By investing in a local enterprise, you support your local economy, with greater economic self-sufficiency 
and increase the local quality of life. Members do not make collective investment decisions of any kind or 
provide financial or business advice. 
 
LCIN is a resource to facilitate creative alternatives to modern finance. LCIN is not a venture bank, financial 
institution, or loan fund. CWCOG acts only as an intermediary matchmaker while investor members work 
directly with businesses on financial opportunities and solutions. CWCOG may provide a list of ideas and 
suggestions for options of terms and conditions with repayment or reparation agreements. 
 
Investor Q&A 

1. How much money do I have to be prepared to invest? 
- There is not a maximum or minimum amount an investor needs to be prepared to offer. An investor 

can make as many or as few investments as they would like over any period of time. 
2. How do I learn about investment opportunities? 

- Businesses seeking funding submit a completed Investment Opportunity Submission Form to LCIN. 
These submissions and business summaries will be circulated to members as they are received. 
Additionally, 3-4 networking events are planned each year where businesses will provide pitches to 
the audience. 

3. How are loans structured and made? 
- The terms of the investment are arranged directly between the investor member and the business 

owner. Investor members accept the risk of the negotiated deals they enter with the business.  

Interested in becoming a LCIN Member? Complete the Investor Member Application and Agreement Form, print 
and sign, and email it to cwcog@cwcog.org or mail to the address at the end of the document. 
 
 

http://www.cwcog.org/
mailto:cwcog@cwcog.org


 
I want to start or grow a Lower Columbia business… 
 
Any business based in Cowlitz or Wahkiakum County is welcome to seek out a funding partner. As a business 
owner are you struggling to meet the strict criteria for conventional lending? You are invited to pursue another 
option. Start by submitting an Investment Opportunity Form, be prepared to share detailed information about 
the business with the possible investor and be able to present the idea to investor members.  
 
LCIN offers a creative alternative to modern lending with banks or other commercial lenders. It offers businesses 
the opportunity to meet potential investors and to receive investments from your neighbors, customers and 
others interested in your success. CWCOG acts only as an intermediary matchmaker while investor members 
work directly with businesses on investment opportunities and solutions. CWCOG may provide a list of ideas and 
suggestions for options of terms and conditions with repayment or reparation agreements. 
 
Business Q&A 

1. How much funding is available? 
- There are no restrictions on the amount of funding that may be available to a business. The possible 

investor(s) will dictate the amount of financing they may make available. Funding is not guaranteed 
and will depend on the interest of investors. 

2. How long does the funding process take? 
- There is not a set amount of time the process takes. You must submit an Investment Opportunity 

Submission Form and business summary to be considered.  LCIN, through volunteer mentors, can 
possibly help you with the submission and business summary process. Once complete, the 
information will be circulated to a list of investors. Businesses seeking financing may be invited to 
present their idea to LCIN members for funding. Not all funding requests are invited to make a 
presentation.  Providing a compelling written business case is important. 

3. How is financing structured and finalized? 
- The terms of financing are arranged directly between the investor and the business. LCIN is not 

involved in that process. Investor members will use an instrument of their choice that will then be 
mutually agreed upon, as a repayment or reparation method. For example, a promissory note or 
barter agreement with terms, conditions, fees, interest etc. clearly stated. Sample forms may be 
provided by CWCOG as examples only. 

Just as the investor will vet the business for viable opportunities, the businesses participating in this program 
should thoroughly vet any possible financial partner to ensure that there is a mutually beneficial arrangement. 
 
Interested in applying for financing? Complete the Investment Opportunities Submission Form, print and sign, 
and email it to cwcog@cwcog.org. Alternately, you may download/print and mail it to the address below. 
 

CWCOG/LCIN 
PO Box 128 
Kelso, WA  98626-4195 

For More Information Email – cwcog@cwcog.org or call 360-577-3041 the LCIN at the CWCOG to 
connect with a local champion to assist you in determining if the LCIN is a good fit for you. Additional 
information can also be found at cwcog.org. 
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