
In this region, and statewide, truck freight 
is a large part of the economy. Trucks 
move over 60 percent of freight in 
Washington. Cowlitz, Grays Harbor, 
Lewis, Pacific, and Wahkiakum Counties 
in Southwest Washington have six 
highways (I-5, US 12, SR 8, SR 7, SR 432, 
SR 433) and several first/last mile 
connectors identified as truck freight 
economic corridors given the total tons 
transported is so significant. 

As a region impacted so heavily by 
trucking, it is important to understand 
significant challenges for the industry: a 
need for more truck parking, and a 
shortage of commercial drivers. 
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Truck Parking 

Truck drivers are required to follow 
federal and state regulations on the total 
driving time (11 hours) allowed during a 
14-hour work period, as well as, the 
length of the rest period before driving 
again (10 hours). The federal mandate for 
use of electronic log devices for most 
drivers makes monitoring these hour 
limits much easier, but these 
requirements mean drivers need safe, 
accessible, and legal places to park before 
exceeding their allowed driving time. An 
inadequate supply of truck parking causes 
drivers to park sometimes in places were 
parking for their vehicle is not allowed. 
Parking in places that are not designed to 
accommodate large trucks can become a 

local nuisance or a safety issue. 

In 2012, Congress passed Jason’s Law to 
bring attention to truck-driver safety. 
Under Jason’s Law, the United States 
Department of Transportation surveys the 
truck parking system of each state. The 
survey in 2015 found Washington State to 
have some of the most serious truck 
parking challenges in the nation. The 
Washington State Department of 
Transportation (WSDOT) completed a 
Truck Parking Study in December 2016 to 
work to address the truck parking 
challenge statewide. WSDOT’s study 
created a statewide map of available 
parking (visit this link https://
wsdot.wa.gov/sites/default/
files/2014/09/22/
TruckParkingFacilitiesMap-Statewide.pdf 
for the map or click on the map below). 

Regionally, 
CWCOG has been 
tracking the truck 
parking issue and 
remains 
committed to 
working on 
strategies to 
support 
increasing the 
truck parking 

supply. In 2018, CWCOG facilitated a 
discussion with freight stakeholders on 
truck parking needs and strategies. A 
couple highlights follow: 

• More truck parking needed in 
Montesano and Westport; 

• I-5 Exits 71/72 have heavy congestion 
and need improvements for trucks; 

• I-5 Milepost 44 Weigh Station needs 
improvements to support parking; and 

• Underutilized shopping mall parking 
lots could work for truck parking. 

Commercial Driver Shortages 

Freight by road is at an all-time high, and 
projected to continue to grow for the 
foreseeable future. However, the trucking 
industry has growing pains when it comes 
to attracting new, qualified drivers to 
replace the aging workforce. American 
Trucking Association estimates that the 
industry is short about 80,000 drivers 
nationwide and that number is growing. 
The shortage is attributed to a strict 
regulatory environment, inability to attract 
new demographics such as women to the 
industry, and an aging workforce that isn’t 
being replenished by newcomers. A recent 
American Transportation Research 
Institute study reveals the driver shortage 
is the number one concern among 
trucking companies. This is reflected in 
Washington as well where on any given 
day hundreds of driving positions go 
unfulfilled. New means of developing and 
retaining our driving workforce need to be 
found. 

Get Involved 

Hearing your input on trucking industry 
needs both regionally and statewide is 
important. Regionally, CWCOG will start a 
Regional Transportation Plan update in 
2021; so be alert to requests to participate 
in surveys or meetings. Statewide, a 
Federal Highway Administration Truck 
Parking Workshop should happen in early 
2021. More information to come on this 
workshop. 
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Mark your calendars for the next Regional Freight Advisory Committee planned for 2:00 pm on 

May 13, 2021. The meeting is planned to be virtual on Zoom. More information to come. 
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Freight Fact 

In 2035, it is estimated that 14.5 million tons 
of freight will be transported by truck in the 
United States. This is more than 60% of the 
total estimated freight volume for that year. 
 
Source: Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) Freight 
Analysis Framework Version 4 

Deep-Draft Ports Continue 
Progress to the Benefit of 
Southwest Washington 

About Us 

The CWCOG is a joint governmental agency composed voluntarily of local governments 
in Washington State’s Cowlitz and Wahkiakum Counties and Oregon State’s City of 
Rainier. CWCOG’s mission is to efficiently utilize resources at a regional level to yield 
long-term benefits that enhance the quality of life for our local communities. It 
provides a forum for members to work together on issues which cross jurisdictional 
lines and require cooperative resolutions. In addition, the agency itself provides 
planning and technical services in the areas of transportation, economic development, 
community development, and project support to our members. 

Title VI 

CWCOG ensures all compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 by 
prohibiting discrimination against any person on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, or sex in the provisions of benefits and services results in from its federally 
assisted programs and activities. For questions regarding CWCOG’s Title VI Program, 
you may contact the Department’s Title VI Coordinator at 360-577-3041. 

Working together to enhance our region. 
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Southwest Washington outside of 
Vancouver has three deep-draft ports: 
Port of Grays Harbor in Grays Harbor 
County and the Ports of Kalama and 
Longview in Cowlitz County. The 2019 
Freight News & Notes highlighted projects 
underway, or significant achievements, at 
each of these ports. All of these Ports 
continue progress on projects, or reach 
milestones, that benefit the regional 
economy. Some highlights in 2020 follow. 

Port of Grays Harbor 
The Port of Grays Harbor completed: 

• A contract for a $2.5 million dredging 
project at the Westport Marina; 

• Received a $50,000 Community 
Economic Revitalization Board grant to 
complete an East Terminal 4 Cargo Yard 
Expansion planning study in Aberdeen; 
and 

• Completed a pre-engineering study to 
produce final conceptual plans for the 
US 12 Highway Rail Separation Project 
in East Aberdeen. 
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Port of Kalama 
The Port of Kalama achieved or 
completed: 

• $2,459,554 of net revenue in 2019 to 
continue community investments; 

• 325 ships visited the marine terminal in 
2019 producing 65% of Port revenue up 
from 303 in 2018; 

• Active pursuit of tenants for Spencer 
Creek Business Park; 

Spencer Creek 
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• Construction of light industrial dock, 
leased by Anchorage Launch Services, 
to service large vessels operating on 
the Columbia River with supplies, light 

cargo, and crew transport. 

• Celebrated centennial in 2020. 

Port of Longview 

The Port of Longview completed: 

• Permits submitted to the Corps of 
Engineers in 2020 and engineering 
design is 90% complete for Berth 4 
Terminal demolition. Demolition could 
be in 2022/23, depending on budget. 

• Initial planning, engineering, and 
property acquisition was conducted on 
the Industrial Rail Corridor Expansion 
project. Design will be 60% done by the 
end of 2020. At this time, construction is 
estimated to start in 2023. 

Port of Longview. 
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Looking Ahead to the Future 
The Port of Woodland is actively working 
toward providing deep-draft facilities with 
400 acres at Austin Point, and will include 
rail, and Martin Bar a 70 acre heavy 
industrial site within 2 miles of Interstate 5.  

Publications/Resources 

Review the 2045 Regional Transportation 
Plan, and other transportation-related 
plans, on the CWCOG website. 

Please contact CWCOG to be added to our 
Freight Stakeholders email distribution list. 

https://www.cwcog.org/

