
The largest, deep-draft ports in South-
west Washington (Ports of Grays Harbor, 
Longview, and Kalama) continue to make 
progress and enhance economic prosperi-
ty for their communities and our region. 

Port of Grays Harbor 
With completion of a navigational chan-
nel deepening project, 2019 has been 
busy at the Port of Grays Harbor. BHP 
continues to work with local, state, and 
federal agencies on permitting for a pro-
posed potash export facility at Terminal 3 
in Hoquiam. The Port is also continuing to 
work with the City of Aberdeen, WSDOT, 
and other stakeholders to advance/fund 
the US 12 Highway Rail Separation pro-
ject to improve freight mobility through a 
critical freight corridor in the region. 

Port of Longview 
The Port of Longview maintained mo-
mentum on critical projects designed to 
increase capacity for existing customer 
growth and to attract new business to 

underutilized facilities. Revitalization of 
the former Continental Grain terminal at 
Berth 4 continues to be a top priority. This 
year, the Port completed studies that 
identified potential planning and environ-
mental considerations for developing the 
final demolition plan in 2020. Most nota-
bly, the Port continued progress on design 
of its multi-year Industrial Rail Corridor 
Expansion (IRCE) to improve the existing 
direct rail connection between the main-
line and the Port from two lines up to 
eight lines. IRCE construction is slated to 
begin as soon as 2022. 

Port of Kalama 
At the Port of Kalama, considerable eco-
nomic muscle to the benefit of Cowlitz 
County and the State of Washington has 
been developed.   

Recent economic contributions include: 1) 
Over $70 million capital investment by the 
Port itself since 2014; 2) 2018 net revenue 
over $4.5 million allowing  

for ongoing community investment; 3) 303 
ships visited the marine terminal in 2018 
accounting for 69% of Port revenue; and 
4) The Port was named 3rd largest bulk 
exporter on the West Coast behind Los 
Angeles and Long Beach, California. 

Port of Kalama’s contributions—and those 
of its business partners—to the economic 
and cultural well-being of the community 
exemplify the economic circle of life core 
to the Port’s success. Every year residents 
are beneficiaries of the significant capital 
investment of the businesses here: reve-
nues from wharves, the marina, and indus-
trial leases enable the Port to continue 
creating local jobs while providing public 
recreational and quality of place opportu-
nities. 

Thanks to this robust Circle of Life, the 
Port continues a commitment to serving 
the public with parks, wharf facilities, 
walking paths, new amenities like the 
Westin Amphitheater, and more!  
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Port of Longview terminals.  Image courtesy of 
Port of Longview. 

Reminder: Please take our Connected & Autonomous Vehicle Technology survey.  Your feedback is 

important! The deadline has been extended to January 17th.  Please use this link to access the survey: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CAVFreightSurvey. 

Port of Grays Harbor terminal.  Image courtesy 
of GHCOG. 

The new Westin Amphitheater.  Image courtesy 
of the Port of Kalama 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CAVFreightSurvey


Freight Fact 

In 2017 fuel consumed by all trucks on the 
nation’s highways was 45.963 billion 
gallons; 25.8% of total fuel consumption. 
 
Source:  USDOT, Bureau of Transportation Statistics 

Upcoming Events 

Next Regional Freight 
Advisory Committee Meeting 
(Save the Date): 

May 6, 2020 
2:00 PM—4:00 PM 
Chehalis, WA 
 

Contact CWCOG to be added to our 
freight stakeholders email list.   

Washington State 2019 Rail 
System Plan Update 

The Washington State Department of 
Transportation (WSDOT) is completing a 
2019 update to the State Rail System Plan. 
This statewide plan will analyze existing 
rail systems; identify trends; outline 
planning, programming, and coordination 
strategies; and also provide a plan for 
infrastructure and equipment investment. 
The plan also presents freight rail growth 
forecasts for the year 2040. A specific goal 
of the plan, directly related to freight rail, 
is to identify performance objectives for 
the state-owned short-line freight rail 
system and ways to meet this goal. A 
public review draft of the 2019 State Rail 
System Plan will be available in the coming 
weeks.  

 

About Us 

The CWCOG is a joint governmental agency composed voluntarily of local governments in Washington State’s Cowlitz and 
Wahkiakum Counties and Oregon State’s City of Rainier. CWCOG’s mission is to efficiently utilize resources at a regional level to yield 
long-term benefits that enhance the quality of life for our local communities. It provides a forum for members to work together on 
issues which cross jurisdictional lines and require cooperative resolutions. In addition, the agency itself provides planning and 
technical services in the areas of transportation, economic development, community development, and project support to our 
members. 

Title VI 

CWCOG ensures all compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 by prohibiting discrimination against any person on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, or sex in the provisions of benefits and services results in from its federally assisted programs and 
activities. For questions regarding CWCOG’s Title VI Program, you may contact the Department’s Title VI Coordinator at 360-577-
3041. 

Publications/Resources 

Review the 2045 Regional Transportation Plan and other transportation-related plans on the CWCOG website.  

Working together to enhance our region. 
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Freight railroad train.  Image courtesy of CWCOG. 

CWCOG will notify our freight stakehold-
ers via email when the draft plan is re-
leased. You may also check https://
www.wsdot.wa.gov/rail/rail-reports-plans 
for updates. We encourage those interest-
ed in freight rail to provide feedback. Your 
participation makes a difference for our 
region and the state!   

https://www.cwcog.org/contact/
https://www.cwcog.org/
https://www.wsdot.wa.gov/rail/rail-reports-plans
https://www.wsdot.wa.gov/rail/rail-reports-plans

