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The Castle Rock to Lexington Loop Trail was proposed by Cowlitz On The Move, a broad 
based coalition of 35 local organizations, government, and citizens that support healthy 
lifestyles.  The concept was to develop a new trail linking Castle Rock trails and parks with 
the new Lexington Bridge just north of Kelso.  In December 2006, the Cowlitz-Wahkiakum 
Council of Governments adopted the Regional Trails Plan for Cowlitz County.  The Castle 
Rock – Lexington Loop Trail is an amendment to that plan. 
 
Timeline: 

Fall 2006 Pathways 2020 receives technical assistance grant from Rivers, Trails 
Conservation Assistance Program of the National Parks Service. 

January 2007 A Planning Committee formed with City of Castle Rock, Cowlitz County 
Health Department, Cowlitz-Wahkiakum Council of Governments, 
National Parks Service, Pathways 2020, and Cowlitz On The Move. 

Spring Community members invited to join and Trail Planning Committee drafts 
mission statement, develops planning schedule, identifies local 
resources, and seeks public input. 

June-July 900+ property owners were asked for comments and invited to attend 
public meetings in Kelso and Castle Rock to seek their ideas and 
concerns about the trail. 

August-October  Trails Planning Committee drafts trail and incorporate citizen comments. 

November  A day and a half workshop is held with local residents and members of 
the Washington and Oregon Chapters of the American Society of 
Landscape Architects to brainstorm trail design and future uses.  The 
workshop is funded by a grant from the Washington Health Foundation. 

December 2007 Trails Committee refines the trail route and plans for a roll-out of  
  -March 2008 trail plan at Earth Day. 

 April – July Volunteers make presentations, set-up displays and conduct survey to 
introduce proposed trail to the community. 

July – August Report and recommendations drafted by Trails Committee  

September 2008 Trails Amendment presented to Parks Boards and City Councils of 
Castle Rock and Kelso, Cowlitz County Parks Board, Cowlitz County 
Commissioners, and Cowlitz-Wahkiakum Council of Governments.  

 



Description of Trail 
 
“This trail would link Castle Rock Trail System with the Lexington Bridge off exit 42.  On the 
east side, the trail would begin at Lion’s Pride Park and head south east toward I-5 on 
Huntington Avenue.  The trail would then follow Pleasant Hill Drive south to Pacific Avenue 
N.  At Sparks Drive, the trail would head west over the Cowlitz River via the new Lexington 
Bridge.  At the foot of the bridge, the trail would then connect with the dike along the Cowlitz 
River or with West Side Highway (State Route 411).  The trail would travel north, connecting 
with Cowlitz County’s River Front Park, and along Highway 411 to Cooks Ferry Road and 
connect with the Cooks Ferry Trail.  The trial continues north through the Cooks Ferry area 
which is a publicly owned site for future recreational development.  The trail then connects 
with Camelot Drive and back to Highway 411. It continues north along SR 411 to connect 
with the Castle Rock River Front Trail.  This trail is the first link that will eventually connect 
Castle Rock and Woodland as part of the Regional Trails System. The trail corridor offers 
three possible foot bridge locations that would serve as additional connectors for the loop.  
The next phase of the trail will connect Lexington to Kelso.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For information contact Pathways 2020 at 360-423-8704, pyoumans@cowlitzedc.com  
or Cowlitz On The Move at 360-501-4609 or visit our web page at www.cowlitzonthemove.org  



South Cowlitz River Trail 
 
The South Cowlitz River Trail will connect Longview and Kelso on both sides of the Cowlitz River, 
with Castle Rock-to-Lexington Loop Trail to the north, continue south to Gerhart Gardens Park and 
back again on the east side of the river. The trail will substantially be located on public lands, where 
public access can easily be guaranteed, and on some sections access can be achieved through various 
agreements or easements, or through purchase from willing sellers.  Where feasible, the trail is planned 
to run along the Cowlitz River offering the terrific views overlooking the water. Because some sections 
of the riverbank are privately owned or have insufficient shoreline, the plan shows efforts to take 
advantage of alternate routes creating interesting diversity in scenery and topography.   
 
 
 
 
 
Addendum to Cowlitz Regional Trails Plan, October 2010 
 



PA
CI

FIC

3R
D

KELSO

ALLEN

15
TH

WE
ST

 SI
DE

FIBRE

13
TH

NEVADA

SR 432

TALLEY

1S
T

AL
PH

A

7T
H

GRADE

GRIM

OLSON

COLUMBIA HEIGHTS

HUDSON
MILL

1s
t COWLITZ

CASCADE

BEACON HILL

SUNRISE

OCEAN BEACH

HAZEL

CALIFORNIA

ASH

20
TH

OLYMPIA

WASHINGTON

INDUSTRIAL

HARRIS

9TH

YEW

WALNUT

HAUSSLER

LAUREL

BATES

TENNANT

INT
ER

NA
TIO

NA
L

ORE
GON

4T
H

18
TH

LO
NG

W. MAIN

MAPLE

OLD 99

OAK

BURCHAM

ALMA

8T
H

INGLEWOOD

BALTIMORE

MADRONA

NICHOLS

16
TH17

TH

CO
RD

UR
OY

FISHERS

PLEASANT HILL

LOUISIANA

TENNANT

1S
T

KELSO

LOUISIANA ASH

7T
H

SR 432

7T
H

7T
H ALLEN

SR 432

Three Rivers Golf Course

Riverside Park

Kelso-Longview Airport

Tam O' Shanter Park

7th Avenue ParkLake Sacajawea

Cowlitz County Fairgrounds

Gerhart Gardens Park

Rotary Park

Victoria Freeman Park

Catlin Cemetery

Scott Hollow Park

Rhodendron Park

Lads and Lassies Park

Cowlitz & Main
Mark Morris High

Barnes Elementary

Kelso Senior High

Kessler Elementary

Wallace Elementary

Coweeman Junior High

Cascade Middle School

Beacon Hill Elementary

Huntington Junior High

Butler Acres Elementary

Broadway Learning Center

Columbia Heights Elementary

Cowlitz River

South Cowlitz River Trail Loop

5

Legend
Boat Launch

Schools
EXISTING TRAIL
EXISTING SIDEWALK
PROPOSED NORTH LOOP
PRIVATE SUPPORTER
RIGHT-OF-WAY
PUBLIC OWNED PROPERTY
Major Roads
Railroads
Interstate Five (1-5)
Parks

0 1,000 2,000

Feet

Adopted by Cowlitz County, the City of Longview, the City of Kelso
and Cowlitz-Wahkiakum Council of Governments

August, 2010

A "Private Supporter" is someone who has 
agreed, in principle, to allowing a public trail 
to be located on his or her property while 
reserving the right to make the final decision 
as the section of the trail enters the funding 
and design phase.  Locating a trail segment 
on private property should be equally bene-
ficial to the public interest and private parties.
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