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Amendment to the Cowlitz Regional Trail Plan
BOCC Agenda

Date: 10/07/2008

Submitted By: Facilities Maintenance

Submitted For: Chris McGuire

Department:  Facilities Maintenance

Agenda Area:  Motion Items Agenda SubArea: Facilities Maintenance

Information
Subject and Summary Statement

The Cowlitz County Parks Advisory Boad recommends that the Castle Rock to Lexington Trail be added
to the Cowlitz Regional Trails plan that was adopted by the Cowlitz County Board of Commissioners in
December 2006.

This trail will connect the communities between Castle Rock, Lexington and the rural housing
developments along SR-411, Pleasant Hill Road and Pacific Avenue North, crossing the river at Castle
Rock and Lexington Bridge, completing a loop trail.

The trail will incorporate sections of private land utilizing easement agreements, current Cowlitz County
Parks land and highway easements to complete the trail system.

Will Staff Attend Y / N
Yes

Department Recommendation

The Parks Advisory Boad recommends that the Cowlitz County Board of Commissioners approve
amendment no. 1, which adds the Castle Rock-to Lexington Trail to the Cowlitz Regional Trails
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B Castle Rock to Lexington Loop Trail

The Castle Rock to Lexington Loop Trail was proposed by Cowlitz On The Move, a broad
based coalition of 35 local organizations, government, and citizens that support healthy
lifestyles. The concept was to develop a new trail linking Castle Rock trails and parks with
the new Lexington Bridge just north of Kelso. In December 2006, the Cowlitz-Wahkiakum
Council of Governments adopted the Regional Trails Plan for Cowlitz County. The Castle
Rock — Lexington Loop Trail is an amendment to that plan.

Timeline:
Fall 2006

January 2007

Spring

June-July

August-October
November

December 2007
-March 2008

April = July

July — August
September 2008

Pathways 2020 receives technical assistance grant from Rivers, Trails
Conservation Assistance Program of the National Parks Service.

A Planning Committee formed with City of Castle Rock, Cowlitz County
Health Department, Cowlitz-Wahkiakum Council of Governments,
National Parks Service, Pathways 2020, and Cowlitz On The Move.

Community members invited to join and Trail Planning Committee drafts
mission statement, develops planning schedule, identifies local
resources, and seeks public input.

900+ property owners were asked for comments and invited to attend
public meetings in Kelso and Castle Rock to seek their ideas and
concerns about the trail.

Trails Planning Committee drafts trail and incorporate citizen comments.

A day and a half workshop is held with local residents and members of
the Washington and Oregon Chapters of the American Society of
Landscape Architects to brainstorm trail design and future uses. The
workshop is funded by a grant from the Washington Health Foundation.

Trails Committee refines the trail route and plans for a roll-out of
trail plan at Earth Day.

Volunteers make presentations, set-up displays and conduct survey to
introduce proposed trail to the community.

Report and recommendations drafted by Trails Committee

Trails Amendment presented to Parks Boards and City Councils of
Castle Rock and Kelso, Cowlitz County Parks Board, Cowlitz County
Commissioners, and Cowlitz-Wahkiakum Council of Governments.




Description of Tralil

“This trail would link Castle Rock Trail System with the Lexington Bridge off exit 42. On the
east side, the trail would begin at Lion’s Pride Park and head south east toward I-5 on
Huntington Avenue. The trail would then follow Pleasant Hill Drive south to Pacific Avenue
N. At Sparks Drive, the trail would head west over the Cowlitz River via the new Lexington
Bridge. At the foot of the bridge, the trail would then connect with the dike along the Cowlitz
River or with West Side Highway (State Route 411). The trail would travel north, connecting
with Cowlitz County’s River Front Park, and along Highway 411 to Cooks Ferry Road and
connect with the Cooks Ferry Trail. The trial continues north through the Cooks Ferry area
which is a publicly owned site for future recreational development. The trail then connects
with Camelot Drive and back to Highway 411. It continues north along SR 411 to connect
with the Castle Rock River Front Trail. This trail is the first link that will eventually connect
Castle Rock and Woodland as part of the Regional Trails System. The trail corridor offers
three possible foot bridge locations that would serve as additional connectors for the loop.
The next phase of the trail will connect Lexington to Kelso.”
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For information contact Pathways 2020 at 360-423-8704, pyoumans @cowlitzedc.com
or Cowlitz On The Move at 360-501-4609 or visit our web page at www.cowlitzonthemove.org




South Cowlitz River Trail

The South Cowlitz River Trail will connect Longview and Kelso on both sides of the Cowlitz River,
with Castle Rock-to-Lexington Loop Trail to the north, continue south to Gerhart Gardens Park and
back again on the east side of the river. The trail will substantially be located on public lands, where
public access can easily be guaranteed, and on some sections access can be achieved through various
agreements or easements, or through purchase from willing sellers. Where feasible, the trail is planned
to run along the Cowlitz River offering the terrific views overlooking the water. Because some sections
of the riverbank are privately owned or have insufficient shoreline, the plan shows efforts to take
advantage of alternate routes creating interesting diversity in scenery and topography.

Addendum to Cowlitz Regional Trails Plan, October 2010



South Cowlitz River Trail Loop
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Proposed South Cowlitz River Trail Loop distance (in miles)
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A "Private Supporter" is someone who has
agreed, in principle, to allowing a public trail
to be located on his or her property while
reserving the right to make the final decision
as the section of the trail enters the funding
and design phase. Locating a trail segment
on private property should be equally bene-
ficial to the public interest and private parties.
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