


August 25, 2011    Cowlitz Area TAC 
 
The meeting began at 3:35.   
 
Bike/Ped Counter 
 
Matt Hermen introduced the bike/pedestrian counter to the group.  The counter uses 
infrared technology to count directional bikes and peds in 15 minute increments.  He 
placed the counter at the Pedestrian Bridge at Lake Sacajawea to conduct a test count for 
the group.  The counter can be used by all entities when planning for projects to account 
for alternative modes in the final design.  The outputs from the counts collected can either 
be viewed online or extracted for individual analysis.  Annually, the COG coordinated 
volunteers to count bike/peds for the Washington State Documentation Project.  These 
counts will no longer be needed.  Instead the counter will provide a richer year-round 
dataset for analysis.   
 
Surface Transportation Planning (STP) Funds 
 
Ken Hash introduced the need to more fully obligate the state’s STP funds, stating that 
approximately $90 Million is still not obligated through FFY 2011.  The state’s goal is to 
not leave money on the table.  In Cowlitz County two projects are unobligated:  Silver 
Lake and Hazel Dell.  A phase of W. Main St. has been allocated but will remain 
unobligated until construction.  Sharon Zimmerman clarified that multi-phase projects 
may only obligate one phase at a time. 
 
Rosemary Siipola introduced the spreadsheet that outlined our current allocations and 
obligations.  Through 2011 the CWCOG has $2,498,609 left to obligate, $1,574,124 in 
the urban area and $924,485 in the rural area.  We can also obligate into the future 
through 2015.  That means an additional $3,519,414 is available between 2011-2015 in 
the urban area and $2,066, 958 in the rural area. 
 
Rosemary introduced a proposal obligate through 2013 with the following projects: 
STP-U   $2,000,000  SR 432 NEPA 
STP-U  $1,000,000  TSP Implementation 
STP-R  $1,000,000 Scott Ave. Reconnection NEPA 
STP-R  $500,000  SR 411 Corridor Plan 
 
Rosemary than gave a detailed overview of each project proposal.  She and Matt will set 
up a meeting with the urban sub-committee to begin the first process of the application 
for STP-U funds.  She will also provide the committee with more detailed information for 
the SR 432 NEPA proposal 
 
The Cowlitz Area TAC then had a general discussion of projects that may be a good fit 
for STP funding. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 4:45 pm. 












